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The Project

“The Union is founded on the values of (...) democracy, (...) the rule of 
law and respect for human rights (...). These values are common to the 
Member States (...)."

This quotation from Article 2 of the Treaty of the European Union shows that democracy, the 
rule of law and human rights are among the fundamental values of the European Union (EU). 
However, only some EU citizens are fully aware of this and know more about it, especially the 
younger ones. 

The “Law in Everyday Life” project aims to raise citizens' awareness of shared values, civic 
engagement, and participation by emphasising basic legal literacy as one of the competencies 
needed for an individual to be active in the democratic community. The Project sees basic 
legal literacy and its inclusion in education and other educational settings as a prerequisite 
for a quality democratic culture in the EU and Member States. Only citizens who know and 
understand basic legal concepts, principles and terms can live in a democracy, support the 
rule of law, and protect fundamental rights. The EU document “Key Competences for Lifelong 
Learning” recognises the need to teach basic legal concepts and principles.

The project’s overall objective is to promote basic legal literacy in schools, which will be 
achieved by following results.

• Basic Legal Literacy Competence Framework. The project partners mapped and 
developed a list of general and basic legal knowledge and skills deemed essential for a 
person aged 14 to 18.

• Learning and teaching materials. The Competence Framework is the guide for 
developing the students’ textbook - the publication you are reading now - and teachers’ 
manual.

• Teacher training program. The Competence Framework and learning and teaching 
materials will be the backbone of the teacher training program, a professional development 
program for teachers who want to work on basic legal literacy in their schools.

• Massive open online course (MOOC). This online course aims to interest young people 
in basic legal literacy and make them aware of the importance of knowing basic concepts, 
terms, rights and freedoms.

Four countries took part in this project. The lead partner is the Forum for Freedom in 
Education from Croatia. The second partner from Croatia is the Faculty of Law of the 
University of Rijeka. Centro per lo sviluppo creativo Danilo Dolci is a partner from Italy. 
Pistes solidaires is from France. Two partners represent Portugal: INOVA+ Innovation 
Services and Agrupamento de escolas de Vilela.

The project was financed by the EU Erasmus+ program from 2022 to 2024.
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Introduction
“We believe that it [legal literacy] should increasingly be a topic 
to be addressed in schools, not only given its relevance but also 
because it allows young people to become more cultured and 
‘attentive’ to reality.”
A student from Portugal is participating in the piloting.

Provavelmente já ouviste falar sobre “lei” e “regulamentos”, ou já aprendeste alguma coisa 
na escola. Mas não é que estes temas estejam na tua cabeça todos os dias, e é assim que 
deve ser! Enquanto jovem, não é altura de te preocupares muito com leis, regulamentos e 
disposições legais.

Dear colleague,
Welcome to the “Law in Everyday Life”, an educational model intended to promote and 
advocate for basic legal literacy in school education, empowering young people, as the 
quote says, to be more active in their communities by knowing the ground rules.

This manual for teachers is one of the components of the educational model, others being 
the basic legal literacy competence framework, textbook for students, massive open online 
course for students, and teacher training program. All of them are designed and developed 
to support students and teachers on their first steps in learning and exploring basic legal 
literacy. As a companion to a textbook of the same title, this manual is structured to provide a 
practical guide on integrating basic legal literacy, assisting teachers and enriching students’ 
classroom experiences with essential competences.

We invite you to explore how to navigate and utilise this and other “Law in Everyday Life” 
resources effectively for the benefit of your students.

The Manual’s Structure
The manual is organised into sections and chapters, mirroring the textbook's layout for 
coherence and ease of reference. Here is what you can expect:

• Educational Objectives and Age Designation: Each chapter begins by outlining its 
educational objectives, ensuring you know the learning goals right from the start. These 
outcomes are drawn from the Competence Framework developed under this project. 
Additionally, the age designation helps you identify the chapter's content suitable for 
your students.
• Connections and Integrations: Following the objectives, you will find a list of proposals on 
how the chapter's content can be integrated into various fields, subjects, and activities. 
This section is designed to inspire cross-curricular connections and deepen students' 
understanding of the material.
• Activity Proposals: The proposals for implementing 52 activities mentioned in the 
textbook are central to each chapter. These are not just activities but opportunities to 
engage students in hands-on learning. For each activity, we provide
• Age Group: Helps you select activities that are appropriate for the developmental stage 
of your students.
• Duration: This gives you an estimate of how much class time you will need to allocate.
• Objectives: Outlines what each activity aims to achieve, helping you focus on the 
intended learning outcomes.
• Materials and resources: Lists the resources you will need to carry out the activity, 
ensuring you're prepared beforehand.
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• Implementation steps: At the heart of each activity proposal is a detailed, step-by-step 
guide to implementation. This guide is intended to serve as a foundational blueprint that 
you can adapt and build upon, taking into account your unique classroom dynamics and 
the diverse needs of your students. Worksheets are also provided for easy printing or 
digital use.

Invitation to Teach, Learn, and Adapt
While this manual offers structured proposals, viewing them as flexible guidelines rather 
than strict directives is essential. We encourage you to tailor these ideas to fit your teaching 
style and your student's learning preferences. Remember, the goal is to foster an engaging, 
inclusive, and dynamic learning environment.

As you bring these activities to life, always aim to align with relevant professional standards. 
This alignment ensures that the activities stimulate intellectual curiosity and contribute to 
your student's overall development in a structured and meaningful way.

This manual is designed to be a dynamic teaching aid that complements the textbook and 
enriches your teaching repertoire. By understanding its structure and making the most of 
its proposals, you'll be well-equipped to create a vibrant, interactive, and impactful learning 
experience for your students.

Finally, we invite you to share any comments and suggestions to make this educational 
model better and more student- and teacher-friendly.

Happy teaching!
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Notes on Planning and 
Implementation
Teaching basic legal literacy is fundamental to fostering an informed and active citizenry. It 
equips individuals with the knowledge and skills to navigate the legal aspects of their lives 
effectively. When planning and implementing activities on basic legal literacy, educators 
must adopt a strategic approach that disseminates information and promotes engagement, 
critical thinking, and a deep understanding of the principles of justice and democracy. 
This chapter outlines several critical considerations for teachers to optimise the learning 
experience.

Firstly, the use of participative teaching and learning methods is highly recommended. The 
active involvement of students in their learning process increases their engagement and 
retention of information. Simulation, debates, and role-playing allow students to immerse 
themselves in real-life scenarios, fostering a deeper understanding of legal principles and 
their application. This approach also helps to demystify the law, making it more accessible 
and relatable to students.

Creating an environment that welcomes diverse perspectives is essential in teaching legal 
literacy. Discussions should allow for a range of viewpoints to be expressed, reflecting the 
pluralistic nature of society. This diversity enriches the learning experience by exposing 
students to different interpretations and understandings of the law. Educators should 
ensure that the classroom atmosphere is respectful and inclusive, allowing all students to 
feel valued and heard. This not only upholds the principles of democracy and human rights 
but also encourages students to develop empathy and respect for others.

In discussing legal issues, it is imperative to uphold and reinforce the values of human rights, 
democracy, and the rule of law. Educators should actively speak against bigotry, stereotypes, 
and discrimination. By highlighting these issues, teachers can help students recognise the 
importance of the law in protecting individuals and promoting social justice. This approach 
encourages critical thinking, as students are prompted to analyse and question societal 
norms and legal frameworks.

The curriculum and lesson plans provided in the manual serve as a foundation and are meant 
to be adapted to meet the needs and interests of students. Teachers are encouraged to 
tailor their lesson plans to engage their students better, considering their backgrounds, 
experiences, and levels of understanding. This flexibility allows for a more personalised 
learning experience, making the content more relevant and impactful.

The appropriate use of digital tools is another important consideration. Technology can 
significantly enhance the learning experience when used effectively. Digital resources, such 
as online databases, legal documents, and interactive platforms, can give students access 
to information and learning opportunities. However, these tools must be used with the 
objectives and benefits to students in mind. Educators should evaluate the relevance and 
quality of digital content and ensure that it supports the learning goals.

Finally, while the curriculum may suggest an age range for activities, educators are 
encouraged to explore how these can be adapted for different groups. Legal literacy is 
relevant to individuals of all ages, and many activities can be modified to suit different 
educational levels. This flexibility allows teachers to introduce legal concepts to younger 
students or delve deeper into complex topics with older learners.
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In conclusion, implementing a basic legal literacy education model requires careful 
consideration of teaching methods, classroom environment, content adaptation, and the 
use of technology. By fostering a participative, inclusive, and critical learning experience, 
educators can empower students to become informed, responsible, and active participants 
in society.
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The Law Project in a 
Classroom: Example of 
Implementation
Antonio Baptista, Joaquim Rodrigues, and Sérgio Oliveira
Agrupamento de Escolas de Vilela, Vilela, Portugal

Integrating the Law Project into School Curriculum
Considering the official national curriculum, certain curricular areas permit the incorporation 
of themes covered by the “Law in Everyday Life” project. For instance, “Citizenship and 
Development” is an independent curricular component included in the 3rd cycle of primary 
education and is integrated transdisciplinary during secondary education.

Regarding other more traditional curriculum components that facilitate this integration, 
such as the Social Sciences—which encompass History, Geography, and Philosophy—the 
first two are offered in both the 3rd cycle of Basic Education and Secondary Education, while 
the latter is exclusive to Secondary Education. In the context of Vocational Education and 
Training (VET) Courses, a curriculum component is common to all courses and is named the 
“Integration Area.” This area combines modules from Economics, History, the Environment, 
Geography, and Philosophy, where legal literacy is important.

Given that all materials in this project are created in English, it is important also to consider 
their integration into foreign language curricula, adjusting the content to match the 
proficiency levels of the respective class groups.

Moreover, under the umbrella of its curricular autonomy, the Vilela School Group incorporates 
specific components like the Domains of Curricular Articulation (DAC). This element entails 
the collaboration of two teachers from interconnected curricular domains, fostering a 
project-based approach. Naturally, the legal literacy project aligns with this framework.

To test the materials being prepared within the scope of the development of the textbook 
for students, namely some subjects and their activities, we carried out an analysis of the 
annual planning of the curricular areas mentioned above to identify a very diverse set of 
situations in which we could integrate legal literacy themes into the classroom, without 
resulting in any disruption of the existing plans, among which we highlight:

Grade Age No.
of
Students

Subject 
Group

Subject Chapter Language

12ºVB 
Secondary 
course

17 20 English 
Language

English Child's 
Rights

EN

10ºVD Tourism 
VET course

15 21 Geography Integration 
Area

Worker 
Rights

PT

11ºVD 
Multimedia 
VET course

16 17 Geography Integration 
Area

Human 
Rights

PT

11ºRC Sport 
VET course

16 26 Philosophy Integration 
Area

Democracy PT

Table 1: Characteristics of the groups and legal literacy chapters associated 
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This selection was met with considerable enthusiasm from the teachers, who viewed our 
proposal as a valuable addition and a means to enrich and diversify the strategies and 
methodologies employed in presenting highly innovative content. This content, previously 
lacking in legal perspectives and themes, benefited significantly from the integration.

Gallery of Rights in English Class
Legal literacy materials on children's rights were distributed in English to one of the 
target groups. With the teacher's guidance, the students demonstrated great enthusiasm 
and creativity in completing the proposed tasks. The task was to read the child's rights 
summarised in the textbook, choose one of the rights, and try to present it visually using 
different techniques.

Based on these instructions, the students created a series of works, and we are showcasing 
some informative posters here.

Image: Posters about Children's Rights

Following participation in the proposed activities, we gathered feedback from the students, 
who collectively expressed overwhelmingly positive opinions regarding the approach 
presented by the materials: 

“Socially, we believe that there is not the necessary instruction and 
attention on such an important topic as rights, especially those of 
children. Academically, we believe it should increasingly be a topic to 
be addressed in schools, given its relevance and allows young people 
to become more cultured and ‘attentive’ to reality.”

 
In terms of commitment and motivation, they also pointed out:

“Due to its high importance, we quickly demonstrated great affection 
for this cause, revealing great motivation and commitment in carrying 
out the activities.”

Based on their overall satisfaction, it became evident that they reported a positive experience: 
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“The overall balance is positive as we are pleased to address this 
topic. This current, complex, and interesting issue proved to be a good 
moment for reflection and learning.”

Photos taken in the classroom further support the students' reflections, illustrating their 
interest and the vast array of digital resources that can be mobilised to carry out the 
proposed activities, thus allowing a deeper exploration of the materials. 

Image: Students working in the classroom with provided materials and using technologies

In consideration of this training experience, it is important to collect feedback from teachers 
who applied these materials, which is very favourable, noting that: 

“The teaching-learning method employed during the chapter on 
children's rights was commendable. The interactive and participatory 
approach fostered a deep understanding of the subject matter 
among the students. Incorporating various learning styles ensured 
engagement and catered to diverse learning preferences. Regular 
discussions, case studies, and real-world examples enhanced the 
students' comprehension and critical thinking skills.”

Highlighting student performance, it was possible to determine that these activities 

“exhibited a commendable performance in their project work on 
children's rights. Combining a well-designed teaching-learning method, 
creative materials, effective group articulation, and meticulous activity 
planning contributed to a holistic and enriching learning experience. 
The project met the academic objectives and instilled a sense of 
responsibility and advocacy for children's rights among the students. 
The dedication and enthusiasm displayed by the students are indicative 
of a successful and impactful educational endeavour.”
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This performance was attributed to how the distributed materials facilitated classroom 
interaction, indicating that:

“The planning and supervision of activities were handled with 
precision. The sequential structuring of activities allowed for a logical 
progression in understanding children's rights. Including individual 
and group activities ensured that each student actively contributed 
to the project. Supervision was proactive, with the teacher providing 
guidance, encouragement, and constructive feedback, fostering a 
positive and supportive learning environment.”

On Minimum Wage in Vocational School
Another noteworthy example of testing our materials occurred in a vocational education 
class. In this instance, the teacher challenged the students to solve classroom activities 
using audio production, which would later result in a podcast format to enrich the school 
radio archive.

ACTIVITY
Minimum wages across the EU (18 yo)
The teacher will divide the class into small groups of 4-5 students. Each group will 
be provided with a list of European countries. What are the minimum wages in the 
countries assigned to your group? The questions will be discussed and shared with 
the class.

This activity was successful, and the teacher's enthusiasm was evident in the considerations 
made regarding monitoring his activity and group of students. Teachers mentioned that 

“some students realised, for the first time, that they should pay attention 
to certain employers' behaviour and learned how to act whenever they 
feel discriminated against or unfairly treated. The students enjoyed 
doing the activities, particularly the one that compared minimum 
wages in different EU countries, their relationship with the cost of living, 
and the differences between men and women, which generated some 
discussion in the class. This document perfectly integrated into theme 
3 of the Integration Area – “Work, its evolution and status in the West” 
and it was very timely, in the case of my class, since the students 
will briefly get in touch with this reality in the hours of Training in the 
Context of Work.”
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Rule of Law in Sport
In another vocational education class, specifically in Sports, exploring the Democracy 
chapter was proposed. As previously noted, this concept seamlessly aligned with the 
teacher's lesson plan, fostering engaging group activities with significant interaction and 
productivity, as depicted in the accompanying images.

Image: Students exploring the relationship between the rule of law and sports

ACTIVITY
Rule of Law and Sports
Think about how you can apply the rule of law - no one is above the rules - to your 
favourite sport. Does this principle apply to that sport or activity? If yes, how? How 
would you feel, as a player, if this principle did not exist in that sport? Have you 
experienced situations where this principle has been broken? If yes, how did you 
feel?

In this situation, students had to imagine a sport without rules and consider the potential 
consequences, implying that living in a democracy is only viable due to the existence of 
rules and respect for those rules. Regarding the activity, the teacher said:

“This chapter explores different approaches, allowing varied and 
dynamic student learning and integrating different teaching styles. 
It offers diverse materials that support and complement learning, 
making it more accessible and interesting for students. The objectives 
were achieved, considering that the students demonstrated learning 
the concepts. It effectively articulates the different stages of learning, 
ensuring a logical and integrated sequence in the educational process.”

Overall, teachers were very satisfied with the innovative approach to legal literacy, as these 
subjects typically receive minimal attention in terms of planning and development. They also 
felt very comfortable with the dynamics enabled by the selected chapters and the interest 
their students showed in approaching the themes.
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Part I

State and 
Governance
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1.01 Rules

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 
between 12 and 14 years.

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ distinguish the concepts of law, morals, customs and rules, → distinguish between 
moral and ethical laws, → describe the concept of morality related to the principles 
of right and wrong behaviours, and → explain that everyone can have their moral 
principles, but that legal rules apply to everyone.

Connections and Integrations
Introducing students to the distinctions among law, morals, customs, rules, and ethical 
considerations cultivates a comprehension of societal norms and regulations. Teachers 
can offer a comprehensive and contextual understanding of these principles by integrating 
these insights into existing school subjects.

→ In Social Studies, students can examine customs and how they differ from formal 
rules and laws. This exploration aids in differentiating societal norms from legally binding 
regulations.

→ In Philosophy and Ethics classes, students can explore and debate scenarios where 
moral and ethical perspectives conflict. These discussions should highlight the distinction 
between ethical norms (wider societal views) and personal moral principles.

→ Language and Literature classes can allow students to discuss morals, ethics, customs, 
and laws. For example, the moral quandaries faced by characters in novels such as Harper 
Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird can be analysed.

→ Civics classes can offer students a fundamental understanding of the legal system and 
lawmaking process. It's important to emphasise that while individuals may follow their 
moral compass (morals), legal rules are standardised and apply universally, maintaining 
order in society.

→ Where relevant, Religious Studies can investigate the codes of conduct in various 
religions and examine how they align or differ from societal ethics and laws.

Incorporating these outcomes across different subjects solidifies the concepts and 
emphasises their significance in daily life. Through this comprehensive approach, students 
can appreciate the delicate balance between personal morals, customs, and the law. 
Furthermore, this approach lays a strong foundation for further exploration and understanding 
of the law and its crucial role in everyday life.
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Age: 12-14

Objective: to understand the significance of rules in games and sports and 
their impact on gameplay and fairness.

Materials and resources: writing materials or Internet-connected devices, 
information resources.

Duration: 45’

Implementation steps:
1. Ask students about their favourite sport or game. If students need help picking one, 
provide examples like soccer, basketball, chess, etc.
2. Instruct students to identify one or two essential rules for their chosen sport or 
game. These rules should be those that, if removed, would significantly impact how 
the game is played.
3. Ask students to imagine how their chosen sport or game would be played if the 
one or two essential rules they have identified were removed. Instruct them to write a 
short paragraph describing the changes they expect to see in the gameplay without 
those rules.
4. Once everyone has finished writing, ask a few students to share their thoughts with 
others.
5. Let students discuss the implications of removing those rules. Discuss the 
following questions with the group:
Why do those rules exist? Students can consider the rules' origins, the problems they 
solve, and their significance in ensuring the game functions as intended.
How do rules ensure that a game is fair? Discuss the concept of fairness and how 
rules level the playing field for all participants. Consider how some players might have 
unfair advantages or disadvantages without specific rules.
How can rules change the outcome of a game? Engage students in a conversation 
about how modifying, removing, or adding rules can shift the dynamics of a game. 
Consider real examples like rule changes in professional sports and their effects on 
gameplay and outcomes.
6. Afterwards, summarise the main points discussed during the activity. Emphasise 
the significance of rules in sports, games and real life in creating order, fairness, 
and predictability. Encourage students to respect and understand rules in various 
contexts daily.

A Game Without Rules
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Age: 12-14

Objective: to distinguish between laws, customs, and morals.

Materials and resources: Materials and resources: textbook’s chapter “1.01 
Rules”, worksheet (printed or digital version), writing materials or Internet-
connected devices.

Duration: 45’

Implementation steps:
1. Allow students time to read the chapter silently or consider reading it aloud.
2. Instruct students to complete the worksheet while reading the chapter or 
afterwards.
3. Once students have filled in their tables,
→ consider breaking them into small groups to compare their findings. This can spark 
a discussion about the nuances between laws, customs, and morals or
→ have a class-wide discussion where students can share their findings. This is an 
opportunity to correct any misconceptions and highlight key points from the chapter. 
4. Afterwards, summarise the main points of the activity and reinforce the 
importance of understanding the distinctions between laws, customs, and morals in a 
society.
5. Encourage students to be observant in their daily lives, noting where they see the 
impact of laws, customs, and morals. This actual application will help solidify their 
understanding.

Summarise
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Worksheet Solution

Laws Customs Morals

Defined by Formal Institutions
(Parliament, 
Assembly, Congress)

Groups; Passed 
down from 
generation to 
generation

Individuals; 
Personally define 
what is right or 
wrong

Scope Binding for the whole 
community

A particular group of 
people

An individual

Sanctions Formal Punishment 
or Sanctions, Fine or 
Jail

Non-Formal 
Sanctions: social 
disapproval or 
exclusion.

Feel guilty or 
ashamed.

Worksheet Solution

Laws Customs Morals

Defined by

Scope

Sanctions
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Age: 12-14

Objective: to analyse various scenarios regarding morality and legality.

Materials and resources: textbook chapter “1.01 Rules” (p. 10)

Implementation steps:
1. Explain the activity's objective: to analyse various scenarios regarding morality and 
legality. Emphasise that many situations may not have a definitive answer and that 
the reasoning behind each judgement is essential.
2. Ask students to read each situation. Provide a few minutes for the students to 
think about their answers.
3. Start the discussion by asking for volunteers to share their views.
4. Encourage multiple perspectives. If students lean in one direction, challenge them 
with questions, encouraging them to consider other viewpoints.
5. Encourage students to provide arguments for their judgments. Ask questions like, 
“Why do you think that?”, “Can anyone provide a counter-argument?” and so on.
6. Finish the discussion on each situation by summarising the main arguments and 
ideas presented.
7. After discussing all situations, conclude the activity by reinforcing that real-life 
situations can often be complex and multifaceted, and judgments may differ based 
on individual moral compasses or societal values. Highlight the importance of 
understanding the reasoning behind different judgments, even if one disagrees.

What Do You Think?

Duration: 45’
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Age: 13-16

Objective: to explore the complexities of making judgments using the story of 
Robin Hood.

Materials and resources: Robin Hood story, handout or presentation with 
discussion questions, and writing materials.

Implementation steps:
1. Start by briefly recounting or reading the story of Robin Hood, emphasising his 
actions and their consequences in the eyes of the law. Introduce that actions can be 
viewed differently from moral and legal perspectives.
2. Ask students to share their opinions on the following questions, ensuring that 
different perspectives are heard:
• Is it possible for something to be considered morally right but still against the law? 
Can you provide real-life examples to support your thoughts?
3. Encourage students to define what heroism means to them and discuss whether 
legality is a factor in such definitions.
• In your opinion, what qualities make someone a hero? Is Robin Hood a hero in this 
story, and why? Can someone be considered a hero even if they break the law?
4. Using the following question prompts students to think critically and relate the 
theme to current events or personal experiences. Encourage a diverse range of 
examples.
• Reflecting on moral and legal dilemmas, imagine a modern-day situation in which 
there might be a clash between doing what is morally right and what is legally right. 
How would you navigate such a situation, and what factors would you consider when 
deciding?
5. Have students write a short response to the question: “If they were placed in a 
situation similar to Robin Hood's, how would they act, and why?”. Encourage them to 
use real-life examples, personal experiences, or hypothetical scenarios.
6. Ask volunteers to share their written reflections. After each sharing, allow for peer 
feedback, fostering a respectful environment for diverse opinions.
7. Summarise the main ideas discussed during the session. Reinforce the idea that 
moral and legal judgments can often be complex and that multiple perspectives and 
factors must be considered before deciding.

Robin Hood

Duration: 45’
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Age: 14-18

Objective: 
- to critically assess the motivations, actions, and consequences for specific 
actions
- to facilitate discussions about ethics, information privacy, and national security.

Materials and resources: Internet, Internet-connected devices, library access.

Implementation steps:
1. Divide the class into four groups and assign each group one of the discussion 
questions to research in depth. Provide resources or guide students to sources 
where they can gather more detailed information about their assigned topic. Instruct 
each group to prepare a short presentation of their findings and conclusions.
• The first group should explore and discuss his motivation and arguments for his 
action. The group can use the following questions as starting points: According to 
Snowden, why did he choose to leak the classified documents? Do you agree with his 
justification for his actions?
• The second group should explore and discuss his whistleblower status guided by 
these questions: Why is Edward Snowden considered a whistleblower? What does 
this term mean, and how does it apply to his case?
• The third group should explore and discuss public reaction to his actions using 
the following questions: Discuss the controversies surrounding Edward Snowden's 
actions. Should he be praised for revealing sensitive information or condemned for 
violating the law and trust of his organisation?
• The fourth group should explore and discuss the repercussions of his actions on 
rules and law. These questions should help students understand this: How have 
Snowden's disclosures fueled debates on mass surveillance, government secrecy, and 
the balance between national security and information privacy?
2. Ask each group to present their findings and reflections. Provide time for others to 
ask questions.
3. Encourage group discussion with the following question: In your opinion, do you 
think Snowden's actions ultimately benefited society? Why or why not?
4. Ask students to consider the complexities of whistleblowing, ethics, and the 
boundaries of national security and privacy.
5. Summarise the main ideas discussed during the session. Reinforce the significance 
of understanding multifaceted issues and the complexities involved in making ethical 
judgments.

Edward Snowden

Duration: 45’ + 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Customs. Traditional rules of behaviour specific to a group or culture are passed 
down through generations. They define the identity of a group and provide a sense of 
unity and continuity.

Laws. Formally established rules that apply to everyone within a given society. Official 
institutions create them, and they are legally binding.

Legal jargon. A specialised language legal professionals use in laws and legal 
documents. It includes technical terms and complex phrases that can be difficult for 
lay people to understand.

Morals. Personal beliefs about right and wrong are heavily influenced by community 
norms. They guide individuals in making decisions and treating others with kindness 
and respect.

Rules. Guidelines established to govern behaviour. Rules can be formal, such as laws, 
or informal, like social norms.
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1.02 State

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 
between 12 and 14 years.

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ define the concept of state and its elements (e.g. nation, territory, sovereignty), 
→ define the concept of sovereignty, and → differentiate the types of power of a 
government (e.g. administrative, financial, political, legislative)

Connections and Integrations
Introducing students to the concept of the state is crucial for fostering civic engagement, 
enabling them to participate actively in societal affairs with informed decision-making. 
These outcomes can be integrated into various school subjects:

→ In Social Studies, students can learn about the structure and functions of the government, 
including the key elements of a state such as nation, territory, and sovereignty.

→ In Geography classes, students can explore how geographical factors influence the 
formation and boundaries of states. They can delve into the geographic aspects of 
sovereignty, especially concerning borders and territorial integrity.

→ In History classes, students can trace the evolution of states and elements like 
nationhood, territory, and sovereignty. This can provide a relevant real-world context for 
the concepts.

→ Economics classes can give students a basic understanding of the government's 
economic powers, such as fiscal and administrative authorities. These topics can be 
discussed in the context of fiscal policies and government budgeting.

Integrating these outcomes across various subjects creates a comprehensive learning 
experience that bridges theoretical knowledge with practical applications. This approach 
helps students understand the interconnectedness of laws and the state and how it regulates 
matters that impact our everyday lives.
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Age: 12-14

Objective: to understand the concept of sovereignty by creating and 
managing your state. 

Materials and resources: posters or large sheets of paper, markers, coloured 
pencils, other drawing materials, and Internet-connected devices.

Implementation steps:
1. Divide the class into four groups and assign each group one of the discussion 
1. Begin by briefly reviewing the fundamental concepts of the state, including its 
elements like nation, territory, sovereignty, and different types of government power.  
2. Explain to the students that they will create their states, complete with inventing 
the following: state name, flag, national motto, structure of the government (e.g., 
monarchy, democracy, dictatorship), and key rules.
3. Have a brainstorming session where students can write ideas individually or in 
small groups. Encourage creativity and imagination in coming up with elements for 
their micronations.
4. Once the states are conceptualised, provide materials for creating physical posters 
or guide students to use digital tools for a virtual presentation. Allow each student or 
group to present their micronation to the class. Encourage students to explain the 
reasoning behind their choices, such as the symbolism of the flag, the national motto, 
and the type of government selected. 
5. Start a brief discussion after each presentation to allow students to ask questions 
or share thoughts about their classmates’ states. Discuss common themes, 
differences, and the challenges faced during the creation process. 

Create Your State

Duration: 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Federal State. A union of partially self-governing regions or states under a central 
(federal) government. Each state or region has its own government and can exercise 
certain powers independently.

Government. The organisation through which a state enforces laws, maintains order, 
and provides services to its population.

Nation. A nation generally refers to a large group of people who share common cultural, 
historical, or linguistic traits. It is often used interchangeably with "state." Still, a nation 
can exist without having a sovereign state, and a state can encompass multiple nations.

Population. The group of people residing within a state's territory. This includes citizens 
(individuals with the state's nationality) and residents (those without nationality but 
legally residing in the state).

Sovereignty. The supreme authority of a state over its territory and population, allowing 
it to govern itself independently without interference.

State. A political organisation characterised by a defined territory, a permanent 
population, and a government capable of exercising authority and sovereignty over 
it. States are recognised entities in international relations and possess a degree of 
independence and control over internal and external affairs.

Territory. The geographical area under the jurisdiction of a state, including its land, 
water, and airspace. It is defined by specific boundaries that are recognised by other 
states.

Unitary State. A state governed as a single entity with the central authority. The 
central government may delegate powers to local or regional authorities but retains 
the primary governance role. 
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1.03 Democracy

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 
between 13 and 18 years.

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ define the concept of sovereignty and → explain the basis of democracy and the 
concept of secular state (i.e. representative power)

Connections and Integrations
Understanding democracy empowers students to actively participate in democratic 
processes such as voting and expressing their opinions, fostering a sense of responsibility 
and agency in shaping their future. By learning about democratic principles, students develop 
an appreciation for differing opinions and learn how to engage in constructive dialogue with 
others. These outcomes can be further expanded across various subjects:

→ In Philosophy/Ethics, students can delve into the foundations of democracy and the 
philosophical underpinnings of democratic principles. Discussions can include justice, 
fairness, and the moral aspects of democratic governance.

→ In Media Studies, students can examine the role of media in a democratic society and 
analyse how media shapes public opinion, influences political discourse, and contributes 
to the functioning of democratic processes.

→ In Technology/Computer Science classes, the integration of technology can explore 
how digital tools and social media impact democratic processes. Discussions can cover 
the role of technology in political campaigns, civic engagement, and the dissemination of 
information in a democracy.

→ While perhaps less intuitive, Mathematics can be integrated by investigating statistical 
analysis related to elections, voter turnout, and representation. This approach allows 
students to analyse election results, understand polling methods, and explore the 
mathematics of voting systems.

By combining these outcomes with different subjects, students can understand the complex 
nature of democracy and democratic processes, the role of individuals within broader social 
and political groups, and how their decisions and opinions can shape the world around them. 
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Age: 12-14

Objective: To explore the concept of the rule of law within the context of a 
virtual world, specifically a video game.

Materials and resources: whiteboard or chalkboard, markers or chalk, 
paper and pens/pencils, Internet-connected devices (optional), projector for 
presentations (optional).

Implementation steps:
After reading the text, combine students into three groups and assign every group 
with one theme to make a poster about. 

• Popular sovereignty. Students should depict the power of citizens to participate 
in decision-making processes, such as voting in elections, to highlight the central 
role of the public in shaping governance.
• Human rights. Students can showcase key human rights, such as freedom of 
speech, equality, and the right to a fair trial, emphasising the universality and 
importance of these rights in fostering a just and inclusive society.
• The rule of law. Students should illustrate the equal application of laws, the 
importance of due process, and the role of legal institutions in upholding justice 
and maintaining order in a society. 

Create Your State

Duration: 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Direct Democracy. A form of democracy where citizens are directly involved in the 
decision-making process through referendums and initiatives.

Equality under the Law. A principle stating that all individuals are subject to and 
protected by the law equally, without discrimination.

Human Rights. Fundamental rights and freedoms inherent to all human beings, 
irrespective of nationality, place of residence, gender, national or ethnic origin, colour, 
religion, language, or any other status.

Representative Democracy. A system of governance where citizens elect 
representatives to make decisions on their behalf.

Rule of Law. The principle that all individuals, institutions, and entities, including the 
government itself, are accountable to publicly promulgated, equally enforced, and 
independently adjudicated laws.

Tyranny of the Majority. A situation in a democratic system where the majority's 
decisions or policies oppress the minority, disregarding the rights and needs of the 
minority group.
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1.04 Separation of Powers

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 
aged 13 and older.

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ define the separation of powers, describe them and explain this division, → recognise 
the separation of powers at the local, national and European levels, their role and 
competences, and → consider the violation of the separation of powers harmful to 
democracy and the rule of law.

Connections and Integration
Understanding the principle of separation of powers is crucial for grasping the fundamentals 
of democracy and the rule of law. Therefore, teaching about this principle is essential in 
democracy education.

→ History and Social Studies offer students the chance to explore the historical 
development of the principle, working with original documents and writings that 
influenced its formation. Students can also investigate historical incidents where the 
absence of separation led to tyranny.

→ Civics Studies can involve students in practical exercises to map out the different 
branches of government (executive, legislative, and judicial) at local, national, and 
European levels. Visits to local government offices or courthouses can be organised 
within Civics studies to help students understand the structure of local governance and 
how powers are separated and balanced.

→ In Philosophy and Ethics classes, students can discuss the detrimental effects of 
violating the separation of powers on democracy and the rule of law. They can explore 
the ethical repercussions of power concentration.

→ Geography can offer comparisons of governance at local, national, and European levels, 
providing students with a tangible understanding of its complexity and interplay across 
different scales.

→ Language and Literature classes can allow for analysing literature that illustrates the 
implications of power struggles and the absence of separation, such as George Orwell's 
"Animal Farm."

Integrating the study of the separation of powers across various disciplines offers a 
comprehensive understanding of the principle. Teaching about this principle should 
underscore its significance for the quality of democracy and the rule of law, supported by 
real-world implications of this foundational democratic principle.
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Age: 13+

Objective: To understand the separation of powers in a democracy and its 
significance for the quality of democracy.

Materials and resources: writing materials (paper, pen) or Internet-connected 
devices.

Implementation steps:
1. Read aloud or ask students to read the first part of the story (in the textbook) 
about Max's actions as President.
2. Ask students to answer the initial set of questions either in writing or through a 
group discussion. The questions are:

→ What branch of government has Max been elected? How has the President 
breached the separation of powers? Will this act have a positive or negative 
influence on governance? Parliament is the representation of the people. What do 
you think people will feel about the President's acts?

3. Read aloud or ask students to read the continuation of the story, focusing on the 
consequences of Max's actions. Ask students to answer the following questions 
based on the second part of the story:

→ What do you think about your answers after reading the second part?; What 
does this situation point to?; Are there any lessons we all can learn from this 
story?

4. Divide students into small groups and ask each group to discuss their responses 
to the questions and their overall thoughts on the story. After discussions, invite a 
representative from each group to share the group's reflections and insights.
5. Emphasise the importance of the separation of powers in maintaining a functioning 
democracy.
6. Discuss how unchecked power can disrupt the balance of a democratic system 
and lead to negative consequences. 

President Max

Duration: 45’
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Age: 13+

Objective: To understand the separation of powers in a democracy and its 
significance for the quality of democracy.

Materials and resources: writing materials (paper, pen) or Internet-connected 
devices.

Implementation steps:
1. Read aloud or ask students to individually read the story's first section about Prime 
Minister Bruna's actions from the textboo (p. 34)
2. Pose the initial questions to the students and have them answer in writing or a 
group discussion. The questions are:

→ What branch of government has Bruna been elected to? How has the Prime 
Minister breached the separation of powers? Will this act have a positive or 
negative influence on governance? Courts should be independent and impartial 
in their application of the law. What do you think people will feel about the Prime 
Minister's acts?

3. Continue reading or have students read the subsequent section of the story 
detailing the ramifications of Bruna's interference. Pose the second set of questions 
to the students:

→ What do you think about your answers after reading the second part of the 
story? What does this situation indicate? Are there any lessons we can all draw 
from this story?

4. Split students into small discussion groups. Each group should reflect on their 
responses to the questions and general insights about the story.
5. Invite a representative from each group to share their discussions and thoughts 
with the larger class.
6. Emphasise the importance of an independent judiciary in a democratic system. 
Discuss the potential ramifications of a compromised judiciary and its impact on the 
rule of law and public trust.
7. Assign students to research real-world instances where judicial independence 
was jeopardised. They can create a short report or presentation to share in the 
subsequent class.

Prime Minister Bruna

Duration: 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Collective Decision-making. It is a process of making decisions as a group rather than 
by a single individual. It typically involves discussion, debate, and consensus among a 
body or group members.

Decentralisation of Power. The distribution or delegation of power from a central 
authority to regional or local authorities.

Executive Branch. The branch of government tasked with implementing and enforcing 
laws passed by the legislative branch. It is led by the president, prime minister, or a 
similar head of state, along with their appointed officials and ministers.

Judicial Branch. The branch of government responsible for interpreting laws and 
administering justice. It comprises lower courts, appellate courts, and typically a 
supreme or constitutional court.

Legislative Branch. The branch of government responsible for making laws. It typically 
consists of a parliament, congress, or assembly where elected representatives debate, 
propose, and vote on legislation. This branch reflects the will of the citizens through 
their elected representatives.

Misuse of Authority. It occurs when individuals or groups in positions of power exploit 
their role for improper purposes or personal gain. It typically involves actions that 
violate laws or ethical standards and can lead to corruption, injustice, and a loss of 
public trust.

Separation of Powers. A fundamental concept in democratic governance that divides 
political authority among three distinct branches: legislative, executive, and judicial. 
This division creates a system of checks and balances to prevent the concentration of 
power in any single branch and ensure that the government remains accountable and 
its actions are balanced.
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1.05 Self-government

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 
between 12 and 14 years.

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ describe the principle of self-government within a sovereign state and → establish 
the relationship between the state and self-government units/regions.

Connections and Integration
Understanding the concept of self-government aids students in better comprehending the 
application of the separation of powers, equipping them with insights into how smaller parts 
of the state form a coherent whole.

→ In Political Science, students can delve into the principles of self-government, discuss 
various models of self-government, the distribution of powers within a state, and how 
territorial design impacts governance structures.

→ Geography classes can examine the geographical factors influencing the territorial 
design of states. Students are encouraged to discuss how physical and human geography 
contribute to forming self-governing entities.

→ Technology classes can allow students to discuss the impact of digital tools on self-
government, especially in the context of a decentralised governance structure. Students 
are encouraged to explore digital platforms that facilitate citizen participation and 
decision-making.

→ In Economics classes, students can investigate how states' territorial designs shape 
economic systems. Discussions can include economic policies within self-governing 
entities and their impact on economic autonomy.

By providing essential knowledge about self-government and its real-life applications, 
students can develop a comprehensive understanding of different state institutions and 
their roles at both local and national levels and a nuanced understanding of the separation 
of powers. 



37
Law in Everyday Life: Manual for Teachers

Age: 12-14

Objective: To develop an understanding of the duties and responsibilities of 
local government and what it can and can not do.

Materials and resources: Internet-connected devices and visiting local 
authorities (optional).

Implementation steps:
1. After reading the text, ask students to search for information about what local or 
regional governments can and can not do. Feel free to use different tools to find 
information and different sources. Students may examine the local authority's official 
website and publicly available documents.
2. Organise a study visit to your local government offices to talk with officials. 
Questions for officials can be about education, infrastructure, healthcare, 
transportation, or other areas of concern.
3. Put your findings on a table and briefly present the information. 

What About My Community?

Duration: 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Centralisation. The concentration of power and decision-making authority at a central 
point, typically the central government.

Central Government. The primary governing authority in a state. It is usually 
responsible for national matters such as foreign relations, national security, defence, 
and overarching laws and policies.

Decentralisation. The process of dispersing power from a central authority to regional 
or local authorities enhances the principle of self-government and subsidiarity.

Federal Unit Governments. In a federal system, the individual governments of each 
federated unit or state. They have specific powers and responsibilities, usually including 
local infrastructure, education, and other services.

Local Authorities. Entities responsible for the governance of smaller, localised areas 
within a state, such as cities, towns, or regions.

Principle of Self-Government. The right and ability of local authorities to regulate 
and manage a substantial share of public affairs under their responsibility and in the 
interests of the local population. It allows for decisions to be made closer to the people 
they affect, following democratic principles and the law.

Territorial Design. The manner in which a sovereign state is divided and organised into 
various regions, states, or localities, each potentially having its own form of governance.
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1.06 Administration

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 
between 12 and 14 years.

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
define basic concepts associated with the judiciary and administrative system and 
→ differentiate the types of power of a government (e.g. administrative, financial, 
political, legislative).

Connections and Integration
The theme of administration or bureaucracy can be integrated into various school subjects. 
This integration provides a comprehensive understanding of how administrative functions 
influence society and governance. Here's how this theme can be incorporated across 
different subjects:

→ Civic Education classes can explore government functions, focusing on the administrative 
aspects of law implementation and enforcement. This includes learning about the roles 
of various government agencies, understanding the separation of powers, and examining 
the checks and balances that ensure administrative accountability.

→ History classes offer an opportunity to investigate the historical development of 
administrative structures and bureaucracies. Students can study how governments have 
implemented and enforced laws over time and the effects of administrative decisions on 
societies.

→ Economics classes can delve into the economic implications of administration, 
including budgeting, resource allocation, and the impact of administrative policies on 
economic activities.

→ In Ethics and Philosophy classes, the ethical dimensions of administrative decisions and 
actions can be discussed. Topics might include accountability, transparency, fairness, 
and the ethical challenges administrators face when balancing competing interests.

→ Geography classes can examine administrative policies related to land use, environmental 
protection, and resource management. This allows students to understand the importance 
of administrative decisions regarding environmental impact and sustainability.

→ Information Technology classes can address the increasing digitisation of administrative 
processes. Students can learn about the role of IT in modern administration, e-governance, 
data privacy, and the application of technology in law enforcement and public service 
delivery.

→ Mathematics and Statistics classes can utilise mathematical and statistical methods 
to analyse administrative data, such as crime rates, resource utilisation, and budget 
allocations. This approach teaches students how to interpret and present data related to 
administrative decisions, enhancing their analytical skills.

Integrating the theme of administration or bureaucracy across these subjects provides 
students with a multidimensional understanding of administrative roles and their impact on 
law implementation, economic stability, ethical considerations, and environmental policies, 
fostering a well-rounded educational experience. 
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Age: 16-18

Objective: To understand the structure of public administration of education 
at the state, regional, and local levels and - to create an organisational chart 
based on the information gathered.

Materials and resources: Internet-connected devices, note-taking materials, 
software or online tools for creating organisational charts (e.g., Microsoft Visio, 
Lucidchart, Google Drawings).

Implementation steps:
1. Explain the importance of understanding the administrative structure of education, 
from the state to the local level. Introduce the activity's objective: to research and 
understand the roles of various administrative institutions in education and create an 
organisational chart based on the collected information.
2. Instruct students to visit official government websites related to education. Guide 
them to identify the administrative institutions responsible for education at the state, 
regional, and local levels. Encourage them to gather information about the roles, 
responsibilities, and functions, including sub-agencies, offices, or centres. Remind 
students to take notes during their research to help create the organisational chart.
3. Guide students to use the gathered information to create an organisational chart 
for the administrative structure of education. Information about institutions should 
contain such things as institutions' names, roles, and connected bodies.
4. Ask students to present their organisational charts to the group, explaining the 
structure and roles of the specific bodies. Facilitate a discussion of the system's 
complexity and advantages and disadvantages. Identify how some of these 
institutions impact students in everyday life.

Institutions in Charge of Education

Duration: 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Administration or Bureaucracy. The collective body of public officials and agencies 
that execute and enforce laws, manage public services, and implement policies within 
a government.

Law Implementation and Enforcement. The process of putting into effect and 
ensuring compliance with the laws, regulations, and policies enacted by the legislative 
branch of the government.
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1.07 Constitution and Laws

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 
between 12 and 16 years. 

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ explain the notion of a legal act, → interpret the main principles of the national 
Constitution, → differentiate illegalities from unconstitutionality, → define national 
and supranational laws, → argue how laws are structured and their hierarchy in their 
national countries, → analyse the relationship between national laws and the EU laws 
and categorises the hierarchy of the EU institutions, and → describe the mechanisms 
of passing and changing laws and the Constitution.

Connections and Integration
Understanding the relationship between the Constitution and laws gives students 
foundational knowledge of legal system structures, enhancing their appreciation for 
lawmaking and protecting rights enshrined in the Constitution. This theme can be integrated 
into various fields of study:

→ Civics and Legal Studies can delve into the principles of the Constitution and 
the significance of laws in a democratic society and provide a platform for exploring 
constitutional law, legal frameworks, and the interpretation and application of laws.

→ In Philosophy and Ethics classes, students can examine the ethical foundations of 
legal systems and the moral principles underlying constitutional rights and obligations. 
Furthermore, discussions can include ethical considerations in scientific research and 
technology development, exploring how constitutional and legal principles guide ethical 
practices in these fields.

→ Language and Literature classes can involve students in analysing the specific language 
and discourse used in the Constitution and corresponding laws, encouraging them to 
explore different interpretations of the same constitutional articles.

→ Field trips to constitutional courts or other legal institutions can offer invaluable 
insights, providing students with real-life experiences related to constitutional questions 
and laws.

Integrating this theme across disciplines applies a multidisciplinary approach and highlights 
the Constitution's impact on daily life. Understanding the relationship between the 
Constitution and laws is crucial for comprehending broader topics covered in the curriculum.
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Age: 13+

Objective: To know essential parts of the Constitution.

Materials and resources: printed worksheet, country’s constitution (printed 
or digital), Internet-connected devices (optional).

Implementation steps:
1. Explain to students the essential structure of the constitution with its chapters, 
sections, and some key articles.
2. Split students into groups. For each group, provide a printed or digital version of 
the Constitution. 
3. Provide each group with printed copies of the worksheet. 
4. Instruct each group to go through specific chapters or sections of the Constitution 
and to find sub-sections or articles on topics listed in the worksheet.
5. Let each group present their findings following discussion and evaluation of 
answers.
6. Invite students to reflect on parts of the Constitution they think are essential in 
everyday life.

Find It in Your Constitution

Duration: 45’
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Worksheet

Article(s)

Popular Sovereignty

Rule of Law

Separation of powers

Fundamental Rights and 
Freedoms

Constitutional Supremacy

Federalism or Unitary State

Judicial Review

Social and Economic 
Principles
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Age: 12-14

Objective: To understand the specifics of the lawmaking process.

Materials and resources: Internet-connected devices, writing or digital tools 
(optional).

Implementation steps:
1. After reading 1.07 Constitution and Laws textbook chapter, instruct students to 
research the website of your national parliament to find specific information about 
the lawmaking process. 
2. Provide students with printed or digital copies of the graphic of the lawmaking 
process from the textbook. Instruct them to compare their findings with the printed 
example.
3. Ask students about the steps that are similar and steps that are different. Ask 
them why these steps are different and what the purpose of those steps is.
4. Here, students can discuss their opinions on why law-making procedures can 
differ and what the advantages or disadvantages of these differences are. Students 
can also discuss the graphic representation of the process. More precisely, is the 
graphic easily understandable to the general public?
5. Additionally, students can be asked to prepare their version of the graphics to be 
more understandable.

Find It in Your Constitution

Duration: 45’
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Age: 12-14

Objective: To recognise the importance of publishing laws and transparency.

Materials and resources: large sheets of paper, markers, coloured pencils or 
similar drawing materials, Internet-connected devices, images, graphics, or 
printouts of official gazettes (optional).

Implementation steps:
1. Briefly discuss the key points from the chapter on the importance of publishing 
laws. Highlight the role of different aspects pointed out through the textbook. 
2. Engage students in an evocation session and ask them to jot down key ideas, 
phrases, or concepts from the textbook. 
3. Provide materials for posters and instruct them to design a visually appealing 
poster explaining the importance of publishing the law and transparency.
4. If needed, remind students that they can use images of official gazettes, symbols 
associated with transparency and democracy or relevant graphics that support their 
key points. 
5. Once every group is finished, let them present their poster. They can discuss 
stylistic choices or why they chose a specific way of expressing their ideas.
6. If possible, display the posters around the classroom. Conduct a gallery walk where 
students can view each other’s posters and reflect on the diverse perspectives 
presented. 
7. Posters can be displayed in the school common area.

Publishing of Laws

Duration: 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Constitution. The supreme law that defines the fundamental political principles, 
structure, procedures, powers, and duties of a government, as well as the rights and 
responsibilities of citizens.

Constitutional Supremacy. The principle that the Constitution is the highest law of 
the land, and all other laws, policies, and governmental actions must be consistent with 
it. Under this principle, any law or action contradicting the Constitution is invalid and 
unenforceable.

International Agreements and Treaties. Formal documents agreed between two 
or more sovereign states or international entities that establish legal obligations and 
rights between the parties.

Law Making. The process of creating laws. It typically involves proposal, debate, 
amendment, and adoption by a legislative body and sometimes approval by an 
executive authority.

National Laws. Laws enacted by a country's legislative body that apply within its 
territorial boundaries.

Supranational Laws. Laws that transcend national boundaries, established by 
international treaties or agreements between or by international organisations.
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1.08 Public Budget

Overview
The chapter's content is envisioned for students 
aged 13 and older.

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ compare public and private budgets, → analyse the key features of the public budget, 
and → exemplify the impact of the public budget on their daily lives.

Connections and Integration
Learning about the public budget is crucial for understanding government expenditures and 
emphasising citizen responsibility. Students realise that their tax contributions fund public 
services and infrastructure, contributing to society's well-being. To fully comprehend the 
intricacies of public budgets, these connections can be made across various areas:

→ In Economics, students can delve into the fundamental principles of public budgeting, 
including taxation, government spending, and fiscal policy. Discussions can cover the 
economic implications of budgetary decisions on inflation, employment, and overall 
financial stability, stimulating student interest.

→ In Mathematics, budget data can serve as the basis for practical examples and activities. 
Students can analyse budgetary data exploring financial concepts and mathematical 
models related to revenue, expenditures, and financial planning.

→ Social Studies classes can investigate the democratic process of budgeting, the role of 
government, and the impact of budget decisions on society. Discussions can include how 
citizens can participate in the budgetary process.

→ Philosophy and Ethics classes can address ethical considerations in public budgeting, 
exploring the moral implications of budget decisions, resource allocation, and balancing 
individual and collective needs.

Integrating these outcomes across different disciplines gives students a comprehensive 
understanding of the complexities and detailed structure of public budgeting. This approach 
fosters a deeper appreciation of the democratic process, empowering students to advocate 
for their needs and understand how governments prioritise various needs.
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Age: 13+

Objective: To understand the basic public budgeting process.

Materials and resources: worksheet, spreadsheet (optional).

Implementation steps:
1. Split the students into pairs or groups and give every pair or group a printed 
activity with the spreadsheet from the textbook. Read the introduction to the activity 
out loud and explain which steps they need to follow. In this activity, students can be 
focused on the whole city (community) or part of it.
2. Interpret the individual items of the budget with the students and check how well 
they understand them.
3. Let students decide what revenues and expenditures they will put in their budget. 
Direct students to be sure to have an explanation of why they have agreed in a 
certain way.
4. Instruct students to calculate and evaluate the budget. If students need help 
adjusting their budgets, provide information on additional income sources or where 
they can reduce some expenses.
5. Next, direct students to think about how they will track and review the budget. 
Let them propose a strategy or two they would like to engage to keep the budget 
transparent and effective.
6. After students finish their budget proposals, they can present critical points of 
the budget. Have students elaborate on their opinions, priorities, agreements, and 
disagreements regarding the sector choice.

Note: Since students from different parts of the community can be in one classroom, 
the final result can be interesting and represent diverse interests and priorities. 
Students should be encouraged to have a constructive debate, argue their positions 
and opinions and find a compromise solution.

Your City Budget

Duration: 45’
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Worksheet

Revenue Expenditure

Source Amount

Local Tax 4.000.000,00 EUR

Property Tax 2.500.000,00 EUR

Public Grants 1.000.000,00 EUR

Fees 1.250.000,00 EUR

Fines 250.000,00 EUR

Other 7.000.000,00 EUR

Total Total

Strategies in case of deficit or surplus Track and review strategies
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Key Terms and Definitions

Budget Deficit. It occurs when the government's expenditures exceed its revenues in 
a fiscal year.

Budget Surplus. It occurs when the government's revenues exceed its expenditures 
within a fiscal year. 

Budget Transparency. The openness and accessibility of budgetary information 
to the public. Budget transparency involves making detailed financial data available 
and understandable to citizens, fostering accountability, trust, and informed public 
discourse on governmental spending and priorities.

European Union Budget. The multi-year financial framework of the European Union, 
outlining its expected revenues and planned expenditures.

Expenditures. The spending of government funds on various programs and services 
such as healthcare, education, defence, and infrastructure.

Public Budget. A financial plan formulated by a government for a set period, typically 
a year, outlining the expected revenues and planned expenditures.
Public Services. Essential services provided by the government to its citizens, such as 
education, healthcare, law enforcement, infrastructure maintenance, etc.
Revenues. The income received by the government from various sources, including 
taxes, fees, fines, and grants. Revenues fund public programs and services and are a 
critical component of the public budget.

Taxes. Mandatory financial contributions levied by the government on individuals, 
corporations, and other entities. Taxes are a primary source of revenue for governments 
and are used to fund public services.
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Part II

Rights and 
Freedoms
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2.01 Living in a State

Overview
The chapter's content is envisioned for students 
between 12 and 14 years. 

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ relate between citizen, citizenship and critical thinking, → define the concepts of 
legal personality and legal capacity, → identify day-to-day situations in which these 
concepts are applied, and → recognise the age at which a person can be held criminally 
responsible in the different countries.

Connections and Integrations
Learning about the rights and freedoms of living in a state provides a comprehensive 
understanding of citizenship rules, encouraging individuals to actively participate in civic 
activities such as voting, community service, and advocacy. This engagement contributes to 
the overall health and vibrancy of a democratic society. This theme can be connected with 
the following areas:

→ In History, students can explore historical examples of citizenship and examine how 
legal concepts have evolved, shaping the rights and responsibilities of individuals within 
a state.

→ In Economics, students are encouraged to investigate how legal restrictions or rights 
might influence economic participation and opportunities for individuals.

→ During Ethics and Philosophy classes, discussions can focus on the ethical considerations 
in balancing individual rights and social obligations.

→ In Geography, the discussion can extend to how citizenship considerations vary in 
an international context and the impact of international alliances, such as the European 
Union, on aspects of citizenship. There can be an exploration into acquiring additional 
citizenship and the criteria for doing so.

→ In Media Studies, students can analyse how the media portrays citizenship, legal 
capacities, and restrictions, discussing the media's role in shaping public opinion on 
citizenship rights and responsibilities.

Integrating these outcomes across different disciplines offers students a holistic view of the 
intricacies of citizenship and its significant role in promoting a vibrant democratic society. 
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Age: 13+

Objective: To examine the legal framework regarding citizenship.

Materials and resources: Internet-connected devices, pen and paper.

Implementation steps:
1. Split the students into pairs or groups and give every pair or group a printed 1. Begin 
the activity by discussing the concept of citizenship.
2. Instruct students to use an internet search engine to find information about 
citizenship rules in your country. Encourage them to explore government websites 
or reliable sources to gather accurate and up-to-date information. Instruct students 
to take notes on key requirements, eligibility criteria, and any notable aspects of the 
citizenship process.
3. Direct students to search for a sample citizenship test for your country. If needed, 
assist them with finding it. Have them solve the test, paying attention to the types 
of questions asked and the knowledge areas covered (e.g., language, history, legal 
knowledge). Questions can be analysed together.
4. Divide the class into small groups to discuss their findings. Encourage students to 
share their insights on the citizenship rules and the nature of the test questions.
5. Bring the class back together for a whole-group discussion. Ask students to share 
their thoughts on the importance of the citizenship test and whether they believe 
knowledge of these topics contributes to being a better citizen. Encourage critical 
thinking and consider different perspectives within the class.
6. Conclude the activity by summarising key points discussed during the class. 
Provide resources or suggestions for further exploration of citizenship-related topics.
7. Encourage them to connect their reflections to broader civic responsibility and 
engagement concepts.

How to Acquire Citizenship

Duration: 45’
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Age: 13+

Objective: To examine the voting age limits.

Materials and resources: Internet-connected devices or writing materials 
(paper, pen).

Implementation steps:
1. Before the activity, students should read the textbook's “Legal Personality and Legal 
Capacity” chapter.
2. Begin the activity by discussing the current voting age in national elections. 
Introduce the topic: the debate over whether the voting age should be lowered to 
sixteen.
3. Instruct students to consider their position on the issue: are they for or against 
allowing sixteen-year-olds to vote?
4. Ask students to write down their arguments supporting their stance on the voting 
age. Instruct students to review their arguments and select the ones they believe are 
the strongest. They should aim for 2-3 key arguments.
5. Before beginning the discussion, provide clear guidelines to ensure a respectful 
and structured conversation.
6. Ask students to share their strongest arguments, alternating between those for and 
against lowering the voting age. Encourage active listening and, if appropriate, allow 
students to respond to each other's arguments, ensuring a balanced representation 
of views.
7. After the discussion, task students with writing a short essay or position paper 
explaining their arguments and reflecting on those arguments in light of the chapter 
in the textbook.
8. Conclude the activity by summarising the main arguments presented by the 
students.
9. Emphasise the importance of understanding different perspectives and the value 
of civic engagement and participation.

Voting Age Discussion

Duration: 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Active Citizenship. Participation and involvement in civic and community life to 
contribute to the betterment of society.

Citizenship. A legal status denoting an individual's membership in a specific nation or 
country, entitling them to rights and responsibilities within that community.

Legal Capacity. The ability of an individual or entity to act in a legal sense, such as 
entering into contracts, suing, and being sued.

Legal Personality. The recognition by law that an individual or organisation has rights 
and responsibilities.

Legal Restrictions. Constraints or limitations imposed by law on certain actions or 
activities.
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2.02 Rights and 
Responsibilities

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 
between 12 and 14 years old. 

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ differentiate the concepts of rights, duties and obligations and → relate freedom 
and responsibility, and distinguish between moral and civil (legal) responsibility.

Connections and Integrations
Understanding the significance of human rights and responsibilities is the guiding principle 
for living in a democratic society. The interplay of rights, duties, and responsibilities is 
essential for fostering a balanced and just society and creating a conducive environment for 
individual growth and well-being. Therefore, integrating discussions on this theme across 
various subjects is valuable, offering diverse perspectives and approaches.

→ In Geography, students can investigate the status of human rights worldwide, including 
specific aspects such as women's rights and the right to a clean environment. This 
exploration can provide a global perspective on human rights issues.

→ Civic Education classes offer an opportunity to delve into human rights and other 
categories of rights in detail. Students can discuss the importance of being responsible 
members of society, the implications of adhering to laws, and how to protect others' 
rights. These discussions can inspire students to explore ways to positively impact 
their communities by advocating for justice and collaborating on solutions to societal 
problems.

→ In Ethics classes, the conversation can centre on the conflicts between rights and 
the relationship between personal notions of what is right and the legal framework. This 
discussion can help students navigate the complex interplay between ethics and law.

→ History classes provide a backdrop to understand the historical context that led to the 
development of human rights. Students can explore the evolution of human rights and 
the significant events and movements that have shaped the current understanding and 
implementation of these rights.

Integrating these themes across different subjects enriches students' understanding and 
emphasises the importance of human rights and responsibilities in maintaining a democratic 
society.
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Age: 12-14

Objective: To study human rights advocates and - to highlight the importance 
of personal commitment to human rights protection.

Materials and resources: list of human rights advocates and poster-making 
materials.

Implementation steps:
1. Begin the activity by emphasising the importance of personal commitment to 
respecting and promoting human rights, both your own and especially the human 
rights of others. Offer students a list of human rights advocates to choose from or 
allow them to research and find their own based on their interests.
2. During the research phase, allocate time for students to delve into their chosen 
human rights activist, guiding them on finding information such as the advocate's 
background, achievements, and the causes they supported. If needed, direct 
students to reliable sources of information.
3. Once students complete the research, instruct them to create posters presenting 
their chosen human rights advocate. Encourage creativity in the poster design, 
suggesting the use of visuals and impactful quotes to convey the advocate's 
message effectively.
4. Invite students to present their work to the class after they finish the posters. 
Each student should briefly introduce their chosen figure, share the main research 
points, and explain the significance of the person's work. Encourage students to ask 
questions and discuss the various activists presented.

Human Rights Advocates

Duration: 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Duties. Moral or legal obligations that individuals are required to fulfil. They are essential 
for maintaining order and protecting the rights and well-being of others in society.

Generation of Rights. The categorisation of human rights evolution into different 
generations, each focusing on a specific set of rights and societal needs.

International Human Rights Documents. Formal written agreements, declarations, 
treaties, or conventions recognised at an international level that articulate and protect 
human rights.

Responsibilities. Binding commitments or obligations that individuals or entities have 
towards others or society.

Rights. Rights ensure certain freedoms and claims for individuals. They can be based 
on legal systems or societal norms and vary across cultures and legal jurisdictions.
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2.03 Human Rights

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 
between 12 and 14 years old. 

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ differentiate the concepts of rights, duties and obligations and → relate freedom 
and responsibility, and distinguish between moral and civil (legal) responsibility.

Connections and Integrations
The theme of human rights is a multifaceted and complex subject that can be explored 
through the lenses of various disciplines, making it an integral part of diverse school subjects.

→ In Social Studies or Civics classes, students can delve into human rights, examining the 
principles outlined in significant documents and learning about mechanisms to address 
human rights violations at regional and international levels.

→ In History classes, students can study the historical context in which human rights 
principles were developed, exploring key events, movements, and figures that have 
shaped the history of human rights.

→ In Ethics classes, students can engage in philosophical discussions about the ethical 
foundations of human rights, debate the universality of these principles, and consider the 
moral responsibilities of individuals and societies.

→ Geography classes provide an opportunity to examine the geographical aspects of 
human rights, such as regional variations in human rights protections and the impact of 
violations on different communities.

→ In Biology classes, ethical considerations related to scientific research, technological 
advancements, and medical practices can be discussed, exploring how these areas 
intersect with human rights principles.

Integrating human rights across these subjects enriches students' understanding and 
emphasises the importance of human rights in various aspects of society and daily life.



62
Law in Everyday Life: Manual for Teachers

Age: 14

Objective: To present the importance of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and the European Convention on Human Rights and - to identify 
similarities and differences between these two documents.

Materials and resources: textbook’s chapter (p. 71), worksheet, Internet-
connected devices.

Implementation steps:
1. Provide students with an overview of the activity, explaining the objective and steps 
of the activity.
2. Present students with the worksheet.
3. Direct students to read the textbook chapter about the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and the European Convention on Human Rights. Let students complete 
the worksheet based on the information from the textbook. Address any questions 
students may have. 
4. Instruct students to use internet resources to fill in the rest of the worksheet.
5. Organise students into small groups with the task to review and discuss the 
information they found. Encourage collaboration and the sharing of insights. Address 
any uncertainties or discrepancies and guide students to refine their understanding.
6. Ask each group to present their completed tables to the class. During the 
presentations, facilitate discussions by encouraging questions and comparisons 
between the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the European Convention on 
Human Rights.
7. Conclude the lesson by reflecting on the activity and how they see these 
documents.

The Declaration and the Convention

Duration: 45’



63
Law in Everyday Life: Manual for Teachers

Worksheet

Declaration Convention

Adopted by

Year of Adoption

Purpose

Geographic Area

Legal Status

Relevant Court
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Age: 12

Objective: To explore the historical development of human rights through 
significant events, documents, and milestones.

Materials and resources: textbook and Internet-connected devices.

Implementation steps:
1. Begin the activity by discussing the importance of understanding the historical 
context of human rights. Emphasise that significant events and documents have 
evolved and shaped human rights.
2. Review the provided text with the students, highlighting key principles, fundamental 
rights, and the significance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Discuss the 
interconnected nature of human rights and their universal applicability.
3. Explain the concept of a timeline and its use in visualising historical events 
chronologically. Discuss the importance of including global and regional human rights 
milestones.
4. Instruct students to use internet sources to research and identify significant 
events in the history of human rights. Encourage them to focus on the adoption of 
significant documents such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 
European Convention on Human Rights. Direct students to discover other important 
events and documents related to human rights globally.
5. Provide students with materials to create a timeline. They can use paper, markers, 
or digital tools for more visual representation. Alternatively, provide templates for the 
timeline. Instruct them to include dates, event descriptions, and the significance of 
each entry. If needed, explain to students how to use a particular digital tool.
6. Organise students into small groups to discuss their findings and timelines. 
Encourage them to share insights, discuss the importance of each event, and explore 
connections between different milestones.
7. Ask each group to present their timelines to the class. During the presentations, 
facilitate discussions by encouraging questions and comparisons between regions 
and periods. Discuss the impact of these events on the development of human 
rights.
8. Conclude the activity with a reflection period. Ask students to individually reflect 
on what they learned about the historical development of human rights and its 
relevance to contemporary issues. Discuss any insights or questions that emerged 
during the activity.

Note: Consider splitting students by decades to minimise content repetition.

Human Rights Timeline

Duration: 45’
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Age: 14

Objective: To identify cases of human rights violations.

Materials and resources: copies of the textbook’s chapter and the worksheet.

Implementation steps:
1. Begin the activity by reviewing the text (p. 73) on fundamental rights and freedoms 
with the students. Emphasise the importance of understanding and applying these 
prin Engage the class in a brief discussion about the significance of each listed 
right and freedom. Clarify any potential ambiguities and encourage students to ask 
questions for clarification.
3. Share the worksheet to students.
4. Instruct students to individually evaluate each situation and determine whether it 
violates any of the rights and freedoms listed in the chapter. Ask students to provide 
explanations for their assessments.
5. Organise students into small groups to discuss their evaluations. Encourage 
them to share their reasoning, consider different perspectives, and debate the 
complexities of each situation.
6. Invite each group to present one or more situations to the class. During the 
presentations, encourage students to articulate their evaluations, explain the rights 
and freedoms involved, and respond to questions from their classmates.
7. Facilitate a class-wide discussion where students can share insights, debate points 
of contention, and collectively analyse the application of human rights principles in 
the presented situations.
8. Conclude the activity with a reflection period. Ask students to individually reflect 
on what they learned from the activity, any challenges they encountered, and how 
human rights principles can be applied to diverse real-life scenarios.

Human Rights Timeline

Duration: 45’
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Worksheet

Situation Violated Rights

A local community centre refuses to 
allow a person to join a sports team 
because of ethnicity.

A student is punished at school for 
wearing clothing or symbols related to 
their religion.

A teacher reads a student's diary aloud 
in front of the class without permission.

In a school, two students with similar 
qualifications applied for a position in 
a student council, and one was denied 
solely based on their gender, race, or 
socioeconomic status.

A family cannot move to a different city 
or state because of their religious beliefs 
or ethnic background.
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Key Terms and Definitions

European Convention on Human Rights. A regional human rights treaty established 
by the Council of Europe in 1950, legally binding for its Member States.

European Court of Human Rights. An international court established under the 
European Convention on Human Rights, where individuals can bring cases against 
Member States for alleged rights violations as defined in the Convention. The court's 
decisions are legally binding and significantly influence European human rights law.

Fundamental Human Rights Principles. Core values and standards that underpin the 
concept and practice of human rights. These principles are essential for ensuring all 
individuals' dignity, freedom, and equality.

Human Rights. Fundamental rights and freedoms inherent to all human beings 
regardless of nationality, place of residence, sex, national or ethnic origin, colour, 
religion, language, or any other status.

Universal Declaration of Human Rights. A foundational document adopted by the 
United Nations General Assembly in 1948, setting out a broad range of civil, political, 
economic, social, and cultural rights as a common standard for all people and nations.

Violation of Human Rights. It occurs when any action or omission breaches the 
fundamental rights and freedoms guaranteed to individuals under international, 
regional, or national law. Violations can range from discrimination and censorship to 
torture and arbitrary detention, and the state, organisation, or individuals can commit 
them.
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2.04 Civil and Political Rights

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 
between 12 and 14 years. 

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ enumerate and explain rights, duties and obligations as citizens of a state and the 
EU, → define freedom of expression and its importance for a democratic society, → 
name and describe relevant international, European and national legal documents 
concerning freedom of expression, and → define what is the right of free access to 
information.

Connections and Integrations
Understanding civil and political rights is crucial for young people to navigate various aspects 
of life within a state, including freedoms often taken for granted, such as expression, legal 
protection, just courts, and interactions with government and state entities. These topics 
can be integrated into subject areas as follows:

→ In Ethics classes, students can delve into the moral implications of upholding civil and 
political rights, engaging in discussions on ethical dilemmas and the responsibilities of 
citizens in a democratic society.

→ Economics classes can explore the interplay between the economy and civil and 
political rights, including the economic consequences of restrictions on these rights and 
freedoms.

→ History classes can highlight key historical events and movements that have significantly 
influenced civil and political rights, providing students with examples like the suffrage 
movement, civil rights movements, and the development of human rights legislation.

→ Geography classes can examine the geographical disparities in the protection of civil 
and political rights around the world, looking at factors such as government systems, 
societal attitudes, and levels of economic development.

→ In Social Sciences classes, students can analyse the societal impacts of rights and 
freedoms, investigating issues like media censorship, propaganda, the role of social media 
in public discourse, and election behaviours, among others.

Incorporating these discussions across various subjects enriches students' understanding 
and appreciation of civil and political rights, highlighting their significance and impact on 
everyday life and society.
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Age: 12-14

Objective: To recognise cartoons as a form of speech and -  to introduce the 
importance of freedom of speech for the quality of democracy.

Materials and resources: Internet-connected devices, note-taking materials, 
presentation.

Implementation steps:
1. Introduce the concept of freedom of speech and its importance in a democratic 
society.
2. Instruct students to browse cartoons and find ones related to freedom of speech 
on the Cartooning for Peace website.
3. Ask students to take notes on common topics and how they relate to freedom of 
expression. Students should select the most interesting cartoons for them and then 
write a short review of how it made them feel. Students can also make notes on the 
most common topics or messages portrayed.
4. Once online research and review writing is finished, facilitate a group discussion 
where students share their thoughts on the cartoons they selected. Encourage 
students to listen to their peers' perspectives and engage in respectful dialogue 
about the significance of freedom of speech and the role of political cartoons in 
society.
5. Conclude the activity by emphasising the importance of freedom of expression 
for democracy and citizens. Encourage students to reflect on the role of artists and 
cartoonists in addressing specific social issues. 

Cartoons and Freedom of Speech

Duration: 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Civil and Political Rights. A category of rights that protect individuals' freedoms 
and ensure their ability to participate in the civil and political life of the state without 
discrimination or repression.

Freedom of Expression. The right to hold opinions and express thoughts, ideas, and 
beliefs without undue government restriction.

Freedom of Information. The right to access information held by the government and 
other entities. It is essential for transparency, accountability, and the public's ability to 
participate in a democratic society.

Limitations of Human Rights. Conditions under which a government may legally 
restrict certain human rights. Limitations are permissible when they are prescribed by 
law, serve a legitimate aim, and are necessary in a democratic society. Any limitation 
must be proportionate to the need on which it is based and should not impair the 
essence of the right.
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Part III

Legal 
System and 
Procedures
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3.01 Civil Law

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 
between 12 and 14 years. 

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ distinguish civil law as a legal system and branch of law.

Connections and Integrations
Understanding civil law is essential for comprehending our societies' legal frameworks. 
Through various educational approaches, students can gain insights into civil law's principles, 
evolution, and impact across different fields of study:

→ Social Studies classes can provide a platform to explore civil laws as a branch of law. 
Students can learn about the principles and foundations of civil law and how it operates 
within legal systems.

→ In History classes, students can examine the historical development of civil law, its 
roots, and its evolution over time, exploring how civil law has shaped legal traditions in 
different societies.

→ Ethics or Philosophy classes can engage students in discussions about the ethical 
foundations of civil law and how it aligns with or diverges from moral principles.

→ Literature studies can integrate the theme by exploring works that touch upon legal 
dilemmas, civil law cases, or the impact of legal decisions on individuals and communities.

→ In Sociology classes, students can analyse the societal implications of civil law, including 
its role in resolving conflicts, protecting individual rights, and shaping social norms.

→ Geography classes can incorporate discussions on the geographical variations in legal 
systems, focusing on how civil law operates in different regions.

→ Economics classes can explore the implications of civil law, considering how legal 
frameworks impact business practices, contracts, and economic transactions.
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Age: 13

Objective: To introduce different legal traditions (civil law, common law, 
customary law, and religious law) and their key characteristics.

Materials and resources: Textbook’s chapter (p.84), worksheet, Internet-
connected devices.

Implementation steps:
1. Begin the activity by reading the textbook’s chapter on civil law and review the key 
information about civil law, common law, customary law, and religious law. Discuss the 
unique features of each legal tradition.
2. Provide students with the worksheet.
3. Instruct students to research each legal tradition using the provided text and 
additional resources.
4. Give students time to fill the table with their gathered information. Encourage them 
to be thorough and precise in capturing the essential characteristics of each legal 
tradition.
5. Conclude the activity with a whole-class discussion on similarities and differences 
between the legal traditions.
6. Encourage students to reflect on the possible impacts of each system on societies 
and decision-making. 

Compare Legal Systems

Duration: 45’
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Worksheet Solution

Civil Law Common Law Religious Law

Origin Ancient Roman law
Church law
Local customs

Emerged in England 
during the Middle 
Ages

Religious tradition

Primary Sources of 
Law

Written rules Previous courts 
decisions
Written rules

Written rules
Religious tradition
Authorities

Use of Precedents (Rarely.) Judges create 
the law through 
precedents.

(Rarely.)

Role of Judges Judges follow written 
laws.

Judges apply and 
create the law.

Judges usually follow 
written laws.

Examples Italy, France, Croatia, 
Portugal

United Kingdom, 
United States

Catholic canon law, 
Jewish halakha, 
Islamic sharia, and 
Hindu law
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Worksheet

Civil Law Common Law Religious Law

Origin

Primary Sources of 
Law

Use of Precedents

Role of Judges

Examples
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Age: 14

Objective: To present different fields of law and - to learn the comprehensive 
reach of legal norms.

Materials and resources: Textbook’s chapter 8p. 84), worksheet.

Implementation steps:
1. Use the textbook’s chapter to review the key information about the branches of law. 
Highlight the specific areas covered by each branch.
2. Provide students with a copy of the worksheet.
3. Instruct students to individually analyse each situation and identify the relevant 
branch of law. Encourage them to refer back to the information provided by the 
textbook.
4. Facilitate a class-wide discussion where students can discuss their answers. 
Discuss any areas of uncertainty or debate, and provide additional insights as 
needed.
5. Conclude the activity with a reflection period. Ask students to reflect on the 
comprehensive reach of legal norms individually. Do they know any law that surprised 
them? What is the strangest law they have heard of, and why?

Branches of Law

Duration: 45’
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Worksheet Solution

Situation Relevant Branch of Law

A company faces legal action for causing significant 
environmental damage by dumping industrial waste 
into a river.

Environmental Law.

A new regulation is introduced affecting the trading of 
stocks, impacting how businesses can operate in the 
stock market.

Commercial law

Two companies enter into a dispute over the terms of 
a contract for the delivery of goods.

Civil law.

A couple of people of different nationalities seek legal 
advice on their rights regarding property ownership in 
both of their home countries.

Private international law

A person is arrested and charged with theft after 
being caught shoplifting in a store.

Criminal Law.

A couple decides to get a divorce and needs to 
determine the custody of their children and the 
division of their property.

Family Law

A group of citizens challenges a new law, claiming it 
violates their Constitutional rights to free speech.

Constitutional Law
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Worksheet

Situation Relevant Branch of Law

A company faces legal action for causing 
significant environmental damage by 
dumping industrial waste into a river.

A new regulation is introduced affecting 
the trading of stocks, impacting how 
businesses can operate in the stock 
market.

Two companies enter into a dispute over 
the terms of a contract for the delivery of 
goods.

A couple of people of different 
nationalities seek legal advice on their 
rights regarding property ownership in 
both of their home countries.

A person is arrested and charged with 
theft after being caught shoplifting in a 
store.

A couple decides to get a divorce and 
needs to determine the custody of their 
children and the division of their property.

A group of citizens challenges a new law, 
claiming it violates their Constitutional 
rights to free speech.
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Key Terms and Definitions

Civil Law (as a Branch of Law). A subset of laws concerned with private matters, 
including family relations, property, contracts, and personal disputes.

Civil Law (as a Legal System). A legal system based on written codes and laws, where 
judges follow these rules closely when deciding cases. Another term for civil law as a 
legal system is continental law.

Common Law. A legal system where the law can be created and interpreted by judges 
through their decisions in individual cases. It relies heavily on precedent, meaning 
judges decide based on previous rulings.

Customary Law. A legal system based on a community or culture's long-standing 
traditions, customs, and practices. Customary laws are unwritten and passed down 
through generations, governing daily life and community relations.

Religious Law. Legal systems and laws are derived from religious texts, beliefs, and 
principles. These laws govern the religious community members and can cover various 
topics.

Traditional Division of the Law. It includes division into public, private, and social law.
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3.02 Judiciary

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 
between 12 and 14 years. 

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ define basic concepts associated with the judiciary and administrative system 
and → recognise the fundamentals of legal protection and its applicability (different 
jurisdictions in different types of disputes).

Connections and Integrations
This theme can be integrated into various learning environments. Below are some subjects 
where it can be incorporated:

→ In Civic Education classes, students can learn about the structure of the judiciary, 
the roles and responsibilities of judges, the concept of judicial independence, and the 
importance of an impartial judiciary in protecting citizens' rights.

→ In History and Social Studies, students can explore the historical evolution of the judiciary. 
They can analyse the impact of judicial decisions on social and political movements.

→ Ethics and Philosophy classes can serve as a platform for discussing the ethical 
considerations in judicial decision-making. Students can explore questions related to 
justice, fairness, equality before the law, and the balance between individual rights and 
societal interests.

→ In Mathematics and Statistics classes, students can apply mathematical and statistical 
methods to analyse court data, such as case filings, trial outcomes, and sentencing 
patterns. They can learn how to interpret and present statistical information related to 
judicial processes.

→ In Geography classes, students can examine environmental law and the court's role in 
adjudicating disputes related to environmental protection.

→ Physical Education can incorporate discussions on healthcare law and the court's role 
in protecting patients' rights and regulating healthcare practices. Students can analyse 
cases involving medical malpractice, patient confidentiality, and access to healthcare 
services.
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Age: 14

Objective: To analyse the European Court of Human Rights cases regarding 
the right to education.

Materials and resources: Internet-connected devices and note-taking 
materials.

Implementation steps:
1. Begin the session by discussing the significance of the right to education as a 
fundamental human right.
2. Introduce the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) and its role in protecting 
human rights in Europe.
3. Provide a brief overview of the activity, explaining to students that they will 
research and analyse a specific case related to the right to education.
4. Instruct students to visit the ECHR website and navigate to the "Cases" section. 
Guide them to use the search function or browse the cases by topic to find a 
case related to the right to education. Encourage students to read the factsheets 
or summaries for the selected case to understand the legal issues, the parties' 
arguments, and the court's reasoning. Instruct them to take notes on key points, legal 
arguments, and any notable findings or conclusions.
5. Provide students with a report template or format to follow. Instruct them 
to write a report summarising their findings, including an introduction to the 
topic, a description of the case studies analysed, and their conclusions and 
recommendations. Encourage students to include details about the legal issues, the 
parties' arguments, and the court's reasoning. Emphasise the importance of clear, 
concise writing and proper citation of sources.
6. Ask students to present their reports to the group, summarising their findings and 
key points. Facilitate a discussion on the cases analysed, encouraging students to 
share their insights, opinions, and questions.
7. Discuss the implications of the court's decisions on the right to education and the 
broader human rights landscape in Europe.

Branches of Law

Duration: 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Adjudication of Disputes. The judiciary's primary function is resolving conflicts 
between parties, including civil disputes and criminal cases, by interpreting and 
applying the law to the facts presented in each case.

Civil Disputes. Disputes between private parties, such as individuals or organisations, 
typically involve contracts, property, personal injury, or family law.

Courts. Institutions within the judiciary that have the authority to hear and resolve 
disputes, interpret laws, and administer justice.

Criminal Cases. Legal proceedings in which the state prosecutes an individual or 
organisation accused of committing a crime.

Judiciary. It is one of the three branches of government, alongside the legislative and 
executive branches. It is responsible for interpreting and applying laws. The judiciary 
adjudicates disputes, protects rights, and maintains the rule of law through its system 
of courts.

Protection of Rights. The constitution, laws, and international agreements define the 
judiciary's role in safeguarding individual and collective rights. Courts ensure that rights 
are not infringed upon and provide remedies when violations occur.
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3.03 Public Order Violations

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 
between 12 and 14 years. 

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ differentiate types of public disorder (e.g., vandalism, graffiti, hooliganism, listening 
to loud music), →  identify the consequences of public disorder acts, and → clarify the 
concept and importance of civil disobedience.

Connections and Integrations
The theme of public order violations encompasses a broad subject area relevant across 
many disciplines, particularly within the humanities and social sciences. Here are some 
subjects where the topic can be incorporated:

→ Ethics or Philosophy classes can engage students in discussions about the ethical 
considerations surrounding public order violations, law enforcement practices, and legal 
penalties.

→ Psychology or Sociology classes can explore the societal impact of public order 
violations, analysing how they affect communities and individuals. The role of law 
enforcement in maintaining public safety can also be examined.

→ In History classes, perspectives on public order violations, law enforcement practices, 
and legal penalties can be discussed. Examining the evolution of laws and their 
enforcement over time provides valuable context.

→ During Media Studies classes, students can analyse how public order violations are 
portrayed in the media, exploring the role of media in shaping public perception and 
influencing attitudes toward law enforcement and legal penalties.
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Age: 13

Objective: To identify and explore the consequences of public order 
violations and encourage critical thinking about the roles of law 
enforcement, local governments, and communities.

Materials and resources: Textbook, whiteboard, flip chart, or digital 
presentation for collaborative note-taking, paper and writing materials for 
individual or group responses.

Implementation steps:
1. Refer students to the “City Park” activity in the textbook.

2. Divide the students into small groups and ask them to discuss the consequences 
of the vandalism act for the community. Encourage them to consider multiple 
implications.

3. Use the following questions to stimulate debate about the described situation: 
What are the consequences of these actions?
Are there any financial burdens, and if so, on whom do they fall?
What actions should law enforcement agencies (e.g., the police) take?
What measures should local governments implement?
How should the community respond to prevent similar situations in the future?

4. Engage students in a discussion on how the community can proactively respond 
to prevent similar incidents. Encourage them to brainstorm proactive measures and 
initiatives.

5. To conclude, summarise the key points discussed during the activity. Emphasise 
the interconnected roles of law enforcement, local government, and the community 
in addressing and preventing public order violations.

City Park

Duration: 45’
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Age: 14

Objective: To encourage critical thinking about the principles of democracy 
and constitutional order.

Materials and resources: Textbook, whiteboard, flip chart, or digital 
presentation for collaborative note-taking, paper and writing materials for 
individual or group responses.

Implementation steps:
1. Have students read Article 20 of the Basic Law from the textbook individually or in 
pairs. Instruct them to underline key phrases and concepts they find important.

2. Divide the students into small groups and ask them to discuss the following questions:
What does Article 20 reveal about the state of Germany?
From where does the authority of the state derive?
Who is obligated to respect the constitutional order?
How would you interpret the last provision from a legal and historical perspective?

3. Invite the groups to present their conclusions to the class. Encourage them to provide 
reasoning and examples to support their interpretations.

4. Open the floor for a whole-class discussion. Encourage students to share their 
perspectives on the significance of Article 20, its implications for the state of Germany, 
and the principles it establishes.

5. Ask students to reflect on what they find most interesting or challenging about Article 
20. Encourage them to consider the practical implications of these constitutional 
principles in contemporary society.

6. To conclude, summarise the key points discussed during the activity. Emphasise the 
importance of understanding constitutional articles in shaping the governance and 
values of a nation. 

City Park

Duration: 45’
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Age: 14

Objective: To encourage critical thinking about preventing antisocial 
behaviour and promoting community well-being.

Materials and resources: whiteboard, flip chart, or digital presentation for 
collaborative brainstorming, paper and writing materials for individual or 
group responses.

Implementation steps:
1. Introduce the activity by highlighting the importance of prevention measures in 
addressing antisocial behaviour in communities.
2. Divide students into small groups, assigning each group a specific issue to 
focus on, such as graffiti, littering, vandalism, or noise pollution. Ask each group 
to brainstorm prevention activities and strategies to tackle the assigned issue. 
Encourage creativity and innovative thinking in their approach.
3. After the brainstorming session, facilitate a group discussion where each group 
presents prevention activities to the class. Encourage students to explain the 
rationale behind their chosen strategies and how they believe these activities can 
effectively mitigate antisocial behaviour.
4. Following each presentation, open the floor for feedback and discussion. 
Encourage other groups to ask questions and provide constructive feedback on the 
proposed prevention activities.
5. Summarise the key prevention activities suggested by each group on the 
whiteboard, flip chart, or digital presentation. Highlight common themes and 
innovative ideas that emerged during the brainstorming session.
6. Ask students to individually reflect on the prevention activities discussed and 
identify which strategies they believe would be most effective in their community. 
Encourage them to consider their role in implementing these activities and 
promoting positive community behaviour.
7. Instruct students to work individually or in pairs to develop an action plan for 
implementing one or more prevention activities discussed. Encourage them 
to consider logistics, resources needed, potential challenges, and timelines for 
implementation.
8. Invite students to present their action plans to the class. Each student or pair 
should outline their proposed prevention activities and how they plan to implement 
them. Encourage peer feedback and suggestions for refining the action plans. 

Prevention

Duration: 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Law Enforcement. Agencies and officers responsible for ensuring compliance with 
laws, maintaining public order, preventing and investigating crimes, and apprehending 
offenders. Law enforcement includes police and various specialised agencies.

Legal Penalties. Sanctions imposed by the legal system on individuals or entities that 
have been found guilty of violating laws or regulations.

Misdemeanours. Lesser criminal offences are typically punishable by smaller fines or 
shorter prison terms.

Public Order Violations. Actions or behaviours that disturb the peace, safety, and 
orderly conduct of a community or society.

Public Safety. The welfare and protection of the general public. Typically, it is ensured 
by law enforcement agencies and other entities responsible for preventing crime, 
disorder, and danger to individuals and communities.
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3.04 Criminal Procedure

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 
between 12 and 14 years. 

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ list and explain other rights in criminal procedure, → define the concept of the 
presumption of innocence and its importance for the rule of law, → differentiate the 
concept of liability from not being liable, and → describe the concept of “in dubio pro 
reo”.

Connections and Integrations
Integrating the theme of criminal procedure into various subjects can provide students with 
a comprehensive understanding of legal systems, individual rights, and societal norms. Here 
are some subjects where you can integrate the theme of criminal procedure:

→ In Social Studies classes, students can explore legal frameworks, court processes, 
and the principles of criminal justice. They can learn about different types of criminal 
offences, the elements of a crime, and the principles guiding criminal procedures, such as 
due process, presumption of innocence, and the right to a fair trial. Discussions can also 
cover various penalties for criminal offences, including fines, probation, imprisonment, 
and rehabilitation programs.

→ In Ethics classes, students can explore ethical dilemmas, personal responsibility, and 
justice. They can debate the justification for certain penalties, the role of punishment in 
deterring crime, and rehabilitating offenders.

→ During History classes, students can learn about the historical development of criminal 
procedure principles and legal systems. They can study landmark court cases, legislative 
reforms, and constitutional amendments that have shaped criminal justice systems and 
influenced the application of penalties for criminal offences.

→ Mathematics or Statistics classes can analyse statistics related to criminal offences, 
arrest rates, conviction rates, and sentencing outcomes. Students can use data analysis 
techniques to examine crime rate trends, sentencing disparities, and the impact of 
various penalties on recidivism rates.



90
Law in Everyday Life: Manual for Teachers

Age: 15

Objective: To identify violations of the criminal procedure rules that secure 
a fair trial.

Materials and resources: worksheet, pen, and paper.

Implementation steps:
1. Divide the students into small groups, ensuring each group has a worksheet.

2. Allocate time for the groups to review each scenario carefully. Encourage them to 
identify any potential violations of criminal procedure principles in each situation.

3. Facilitate a group discussion where each group shares their analysis of the 
scenarios. Encourage students to explain how the principles of criminal procedure 
guarantee a fair trial and discuss why any identified violations are concerning. 
Prompt students to consider the importance of access to evidence, the right to legal 
representation, the presumption of innocence, the impartiality of the judiciary, and 
the impact of pre-trial publicity on fair proceedings.

4. Invite each group to present their findings and observations to the class. 
Encourage students to debate respectfully, challenge each other's interpretations, 
and offer alternative perspectives.

5. Conclude the activity with a brief reflection session where students share their 
key takeaways and insights from the discussion. Encourage students to reflect on 
the importance of upholding criminal procedure principles in ensuring justice and 
protecting individual rights.

6. Summarise the key points discussed during the activity. Reinforce the importance 
of understanding and upholding criminal procedure principles in maintaining a fair 
and just legal system.

Fair Trial

Duration: 45’
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Worksheet

Situation Violation

A teenager is accused of shoplifting. 
During the trial, the defence requested 
access to the store's security camera 
footage, which could prove the teen's 
innocence. However, the court refuses to 
grant access to this evidence.

A young woman is accused of vandalism 
and is kept in detention for several 
months before their trial begins. 

A teenager is arrested for a minor 
offence and is not provided with a 
lawyer or legal representative. They are 
expected to defend themselves in court 
without knowing the legal system or 
their rights.

Before the trial of a young person 
accused of a high-profile crime begins, 
local law enforcement officials and 
a prominent city official make public 
statements declaring the teenager 
guilty.

A teenager is being tried for a minor 
theft. The judge assigned to the case 
has a personal connection to the victim, 
which is not disclosed. Despite this 
conflict of interest, the judge presides 
over the case.
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Key Terms and Definitions

Criminal Offences. Acts or omissions that violate laws that are considered serious or 
consequential enough to warrant formal legal proceedings and penalties.

Criminal Procedure Principles. Fundamental legal guidelines and protections in 
criminal law to ensure fair treatment and justice for individuals accused of crimes.

Criminal Procedure. The legal process and rules governing how criminal cases are 
handled, from the initial investigation and arrest of suspects to their trial and sentencing. 
It includes the stages of indictment, evidence evaluation, trial, and the application of 
legal principles to ensure fair treatment and due process for the accused.

Penalties. Sanctions imposed on individuals found guilty of criminal offences, intended 
to punish, deter future crimes, and rehabilitate the offender. Penalties vary based on 
the severity of the offence and legal jurisdiction and can include fines, community 
service, probation, imprisonment, and in some jurisdictions, capital punishment.
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3.05 Substance Addiction

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 13 
years and older.

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ identify what is a non-medicinal drug and → recognise the legal norms and 
consequences of using

Connections and Integrations
This topic presents an intersection of biology, sociology, legal studies, and ethics. To efficiently 
implement these educational outcomes, it's crucial to effectively draw connections between 
the topic and established fields of study:

→ Biology and Health Sciences can help students understand what non-medicinal drugs 
are by distinguishing between medicinal and non-medicinal drugs based on their usage 
and effects on the human body.

→ Civics and Legal Studies can introduce students to the legal norms associated with the 
use, possession, distribution, and sale of non-medicinal drugs. These norms can vary by 
country and region, so the focus should be on local laws. Highlight the possible penalties 
for violating these norms and use real-life examples or case studies to provide a realistic 
perspective.

→ Social Studies and Sociology can create space for discussing societal views on non-
medicinal drug use. How have these views evolved? What factors influence these views? 
Students can examine countries or regions that have recently changed their drug policies, 
exploring these changes' societal and legal implications.

→ Ethics and Philosophy classes can engage students in discussing the ethical 
considerations surrounding non-medicinal drug use and the associated legal norms. 
Students can debate whether it is ethically correct for a society to penalise personal 
choices.

→ Literature and Drama classes can leverage literature or plays that delve into the world 
of drug use and its consequences, offering students a narrative exploration of the topic 
that is both relatable and emotionally impactful.

→ Guest Lecture Suggestions: Invite law enforcement officials, lawyers, or drug counsellors 
to share their experiences and perspectives. Their firsthand accounts can provide 
invaluable insights.

→ Structured Debates Suggestion: Topics such as legalising certain non-medicinal drugs, 
societal repercussions, and personal freedoms can be debated. This not only enhances 
understanding but also hones critical thinking skills.
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Age: 15-18

Objective: To explore the legal status of marijuana over time and - to 
analyse current debates surrounding the legal context of marijuana.

Materials and resources: Internet-connected devices, large sheets of 
paper or posters, markers, pens, and pencils.

Implementation steps:
1. Discuss the current global state of marijuana laws and their relevance. Introduce 
the activity's objective: to understand the evolution and current status of marijuana 
laws.
2. Divide students into three groups, assigning each group one of the following areas 
to explore:
• Current State: Direct students to research the current legal status of marijuana 
- whether it is legal, illegal, or decriminalised. Ask them to explore whether it is 
authorised for medicinal or recreational purposes. Instruct them to note down the 
main regulations surrounding its use and distribution.

• Historical Context: Instruct students to delve into the historical background of 
marijuana laws. Ask them to investigate when and why initial marijuana laws were 
established in their jurisdiction.

• Public Opinion and Debates: Ask students to explore and note the main initiatives 
related to marijuana legalisation. Instruct them to research noteworthy legal cases or 
controversies linked to marijuana.
3. Invite representatives from each group to share key findings with the entire class.
4. Facilitate a discussion about the broader implications of marijuana laws on society 
and solicit personal opinions.
5. Emphasise the importance of understanding laws' history and current state to form 
informed opinions. Highlight the complexity and nuance of the debate surrounding 
marijuana laws. Encourage students to stay informed about future changes and 
continue engaging in informed discussions.
6. Ask students to write a reflective essay on their stance regarding marijuana 
legalisation, ensuring they back up their opinion with facts from their research.
7. Alternatively, students could be tasked with researching the economic impact 
of marijuana legalisation in states or countries where it has been legalised for 
recreational use.

Explore Marijuana Legal History

Duration: 45’+45’
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Age: 14

Objective: To identify community resources that can help address 
addiction-related challenges and - to understand the importance of timely 
support.

Materials and resources: Internet-connected devices, large sheets of 
paper or posters, markers, pens, pencils, sticky notes or index cards.

Implementation steps:
1. Introduce the goal of the activity: creating a plan for seeking help for addiction-
related challenges. Begin by discussing the challenges of addiction and its influence 
on the community and individuals. 
2. Ask students to research and list individuals, organisations, and communication 
channels offering addiction-related support. Remind students to consider various 
sources: friends, family, school staff, professionals, and external organisations.
3. Once they have gathered a list, students should create a mind map detailing how 
each entity can offer help, the services provided, and other relevant information.
4. Students can write down the names of their identified resources using sticky 
notes or index cards. Ask students to rank these resources based on who they would 
contact first, second, third, etc. Students should be prepared to explain the reasoning 
behind their rankings.
5. In small groups, ask students to share their prioritised lists and their reasoning. 
They should discuss and note any differences and similarities.
6. Invite representatives from each group to present their prioritised lists and the 
reasons behind their choices. Note any recurring patterns or particularly unique 
choices on the board or screen during presentations.
7. If some students couldn't find local resources, invite them to share their 
suggestions on addressing addiction-related issues in their community.
8. Near the end, emphasise the importance of seeking help when faced with 
addiction-related challenges. Highlight the value of being informed about resources 
in the community. Remind students of the confidentiality and trust that must be 
maintained when discussing personal matters.

Map the Help in Community

Duration: 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Addiction. A chronic, often relapsing disease characterised by compulsive drug seeking 
and use, despite harmful consequences, or a persistent and harmful dependency on a 
behaviour or substance.

Decriminalised Substances. Substances previously illegal but have been reclassified 
such that possession in small quantities for personal use is no longer a criminal offence 
but may be subject to other penalties or sanctions.

Illegal Substances. Drugs and substances whose manufacture, possession, sale, and 
use are prohibited by law due to their potential for abuse and harm to individuals and 
society.

Minimum Legal Purchasing Age. The legally defined age at which an individual can 
purchase certain restricted products. This age varies by country and is intended to 
protect younger individuals from the harmful effects of these substances.

Substance Addiction. A type of addiction involving a physical and psychological 
dependence on substances such as drugs (legal or illegal), alcohol, or medications. It 
often leads to an intense focus on using the substance to the exclusion of other life 
activities and persists despite negative consequences.
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Part IV

Family, Personal 
Rights and
Responsibilities
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4.01 Family and Parenthood

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 12 
years and older.

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ describe the basic rights and obligations of foster families, → explain biological 
and legal relationships in the family (motherhood, parenthood, single parenthood, 
adoption, etc.), and → understand how fatherhood and motherhood are established 
and the fundamental rights and duties associated with parenthood.

Connections and Integrations
The intricate concepts of family law, including marriage, parenthood, and the rights and duties 
associated with these statuses intersect deeply with social studies, civics, legal studies, 
and ethics. Implementing these educational outcomes in schools requires understanding 
legal definitions and appreciating their societal and ethical implications. Here's how these 
outcomes can be effectively incorporated into the school curriculum:

→ Civics and Legal Studies can provide students with the legal definitions of marriage, 
fatherhood, and motherhood from a statutory perspective, highlighting any regional 
variations. This includes diving into the legal processes establishing fatherhood and 
motherhood, such as birth certificates, adoption papers, and paternity tests. It should 
outline parents' fundamental rights and duties, such as custody rights and the duty to 
provide for the child.

→ Within Social Studies, students can explore how different cultures define and value 
marriage, fatherhood, and motherhood and how these define individual societal roles. 
Discussions can include the historical evolution of parental and children's rights, providing 
context for current legal norms.

→ Psychology and Sociology can offer insights into the psychological implications of 
parenthood and the sociological impact of familial structures on children's development. 
Consider how societal changes, such as the increasing recognition of same-sex marriage 
and parenthood, impact legal definitions and societal norms.

→ In Ethics and Philosophy, students can delve into the ethical implications of parental 
rights and duties and examine how these may conflict with or align with the child's rights.
→ Language and Communication classes can engage students in discussions and 
presentations, encouraging clear articulation of legal concepts and their implications.

→ In Literature, students can analyse portrayals of family dynamics and parental roles and 
relate these portrayals to legal and ethical standards.

→ Drama class can provide a space for role-playing exercises where students act out 
scenarios involving family law disputes, focusing on the rights and duties of all parties 
involved.
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→ Guest Speakers and Visits: Inviting family law attorneys, judges, or social workers to 
speak about the real-world applications of family law and arranging visits to family courts 
can enrich students' understanding of the practical aspects of legal concepts covered 
in class.

By weaving these concepts across diverse subjects and through various pedagogical 
methods, students can comprehensively understand marriage, parenthood, and associated 
rights and duties. This holistic approach equips students to navigate and appreciate the 
complexities of family relationships and legal systems.
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Age: 14

Objective: - to explore and analyse the definitions of marriage from various 
countries, reflecting on similarities, differences, implications, and historical 
changes.

Materials and resources: textbook 4.01 Family and Parenthood, Internet-
connected devices, large sheets of paper or writing boards for group 
discussions, markers, pens, and pencils.

Implementation steps:
1. Begin with a discussion on the concept of marriage and how it might differ across 
cultures and countries. Introduce the activity: exploring the definitions of marriage in 
France, Portugal, Italy, and Croatia.
2. Allow students 5-7 minutes to read the definitions provided in the textbook (p. 
116). Then, ask students to reflect individually on the definitions for 5 minutes, jotting 
down their initial reactions and observations.
3. Divide students into small groups. Instruct each group to discuss and list the 
similarities and differences between the definitions from the four countries. After the 
discussion, each group should present their findings.
4. Within their groups, students should discuss the implications of these definitions 
for different individuals and social groups. For example, how might LGBTQ+ 
communities perceive these definitions? Prompt them to consider whether the 
definitions seem fair and just and why or why not.
5. Using the provided computers or tablets, each group should research if and 
how the definition of marriage has changed over time in at least one listed country. 
Encourage them to use reliable and trusted sources.
6. Invite students to present their findings and conclusions. Ask students to point out 
social context when certain changes have happened.
7. Conclude by highlighting the evolving nature of societal norms and how they are 
reflected in legal definitions.

Definition of Marriage

Duration: 45’
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Age: 14

Objective: To explore and learn the specific local marriage requirements.

Materials and resources: Internet-connected devices, large sheets of 
paper or writing boards, markers, pens, and pencils.

Implementation steps:
1. Begin with a brief discussion of marriage and its legal requirements. Introduce 
the objective of the activity: to explore and understand the specific marriage 
requirements in their own country.

2. Instruct students to use the provided Internet-connected devices to research 
the exact requirements for marriage in their country. They should focus on age 
requirements, kinship regulations, the number of people involved, consent, and 
additional categories or requirements. Emphasise the importance of using reliable 
and trusted sources.

3. After completing their research, students should list the requirements on large 
paper or writing boards. Encourage them to categorise the information for clarity.

4. Refer to the textbook's “Getting Married” paragraph for the reference.

5. Divide students into small groups. Direct them to discuss and analyse how their 
country's requirements align with the common requirements in the text. Encourage 
discussions on any peculiarities or unique requirements their country might have in 
contrast to the general norms.

6. Invite each group to present their findings. Foster a class discussion about why 
certain requirements might exist and how cultural, religious, or historical contexts 
could influence them.

7. Summarise the key findings and emphasise the importance of understanding local 
regulations and how they might differ from global norms or standards. Mention how 
regulations can reflect societal values and beliefs and how they can change over time 
due to various influencing factors. 

Local Requirements for Marriage

Duration: 45’
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Age: 18

Objective: To engage in a thoughtful discussion about the legal obligation of 
children to care for their parents, comparing perspectives on whether this 
duty should be left to the discretion of families or mandated by law.

Materials and resources: None.

Implementation steps:
1. Encourage the students to read the textbook chapter on Family and Parenthood.

2. Begin the discussion by briefly explaining the legal obligations related to family and 
parenthood in some countries and the potential consequences of not fulfilling these 
duties.

3. Divide the students into small groups to facilitate more focused discussions. Aim 
for diverse group compositions to encourage a variety of perspectives.

4. Instruct each group to brainstorm their initial thoughts on whether children should 
be legally obliged to care for their parents. Ask them to consider cultural, ethical, and 
practical aspects that may influence their views.

5. Allow each group to delve into the pros and cons of such legal obligations.

6. Bring the groups together for a larger discussion and encourage a deeper analysis 
of the moral, ethical, and cultural implications of legal obligations to the family.

7. Facilitate a discussion on potential unintended consequences and the impact on 
family dynamics.  

Mandatory Care For Ageing Parents

Duration: 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Adoption. The legal process by which an individual or couple becomes the legal parent(s) 
of a child who is not biologically their own, assuming all rights and responsibilities for 
the child.

Divorce. The legal dissolution of a marriage by a court or other competent body, 
effectively terminating the marital union and relieving the individuals of marital 
obligations.

Family. A social unit typically comprises individuals related by blood, marriage, or 
adoption. It is a primary group in society that significantly influences its members' 
socialisation, protection, and well-being.

Foster Parenting. A temporary arrangement in which adults provide care and shelter 
to children whose biological parents are unable to care for them, usually due to issues 
like abuse, neglect, or death.

Marriage Equality. The recognition of marriage rights for all individuals, regardless of 
their sex or gender. It ensures that same-sex couples have the same legal marriage 
rights as opposite-sex couples.

Marriage Requirements. Legal stipulations that individuals must meet to be considered 
eligible for marriage. These may include minimum age, absence of close kinship, mental 
capacity to consent, and not being married.

Marriage. A legally recognised union between two individuals that establishes rights 
and obligations between them. It is a social institution that forms the foundation of 
family life and can vary in definition and requirements across different countries and 
cultures.

Parenthood. The state or experience of having a child and the responsibilities 
associated with raising that child. Parenthood encompasses the biological relationship 
with a child and legal and social responsibilities towards the child's upbringing.

Separation. A situation where married partners decide to live apart without legally 
ending their marriage. It can be a precursor to or an alternative to divorce, allowing time 
for reflection or reconciliation.
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4.02 The Rights of the Child

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 13 
years and older.

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ name the main legal instruments at the state and at the EU level created to protect 
children, → describe the Universal Declaration of Children's Rights and the EU Charter 
of Fundamental Rights as important benchmarks for the protection of human rights, → 
discuss the basic rights and duties of children in the family and → identify differences 
between children’s rights in their country and other countries if any.

Connections and Integrations
Teaching about protecting children through legal instruments at both the state and EU levels 
and international declarations is crucial to developing well-informed, rights-aware students. 
Here is how these learning outcomes can be integrated across various fields of study within 
a school environment:

→ In Civics, introduce students to key legal instruments, such as the state's child protection 
laws and the EU's directives and regulations on child protection. Discuss the role of the 
EU Charter of Fundamental Rights in protecting children within the EU and compare it 
with national laws.

→ Social Studies and Geography offer opportunities to explore the significance of the 
Universal Declaration of Children's Rights. Encourage students to consider the geographic 
and cultural contexts in which these rights are upheld or challenged. Students can 
research and present on children's rights in various countries, emphasising differences 
and the factors contributing to these differences.

→ History classes can provide a historical overview of the evolution of children's rights, 
highlighting how past events have shaped current legal instruments. Students can 
examine key historical case studies demonstrating the development of children’s rights 
and the impact of major legal instruments over time.

→ Ethics and Philosophy classes can provide space for students to explore ethical 
frameworks that justify protecting children’s rights, discussing various philosophical 
theories about rights and justice.

→ In Language classes, students can write essays or reports on the Universal Declaration of 
Children's Rights and the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, focusing on their significance. 
Additionally, students can develop persuasive speeches advocating for the protection of 
children’s rights based on their understanding of the legal instruments.

→ In Literature classes, students can critically analyse texts to understand how the 
perception of children and their rights has evolved.
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→ In Drama class, students can create simulations where they role-play scenarios 
involving enforcing children’s rights, gaining insights into the legal and emotional aspects. 
They can also dramatise situations from literature or history where children's rights were 
central to the narrative.

→ Art classes can encourage students to create art projects or media presentations 
representing children's rights.

→ Media-related activities can provide opportunities to analyse how children’s rights are 
portrayed in the media and assess the impact this has on public perception and policy.

By approaching these concepts through multiple lenses, students can comprehensively 
understand children's rights, the importance of legal protections, and the societal and ethical 
implications of these rights. Through research, discussion, creative expression, and critical 
thinking exercises, students can better appreciate the complexities surrounding protecting 
children in their own country and globally.
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Age: 14

Objective: To explore the rights of the child and - to present them in an 
easy-to-understand way.

Materials and resources: paper, canvas, paints, markers, digital art tools, 
etc.

Implementation steps:
1. Begin the activity by providing students with information about children's rights. 
Read the chapter "The Rights of the Child" in the textbook. Discuss the importance of 
understanding and respecting these rights in society.

2. Briefly introduce various art techniques such as drawing, painting, digital art, or 
collage.

3. Allocate time for students to create visual representations of their chosen 
children's rights using their preferred art technique.

4. After completing their visual works, ask students to write a short paragraph 
explaining the significance of their chosen right and how their artwork represents it.

5 If the activity is conducted physically, create a display area for the artwork. If 
virtual, create a digital platform to showcase the students' creations.

6. Facilitate a gallery walk where students can view and appreciate each other's 
artwork. Encourage students to read the short paragraphs.

7. Conclude the activity with a class discussion on the diversity of interpretations 
and representations.

8. Discuss potential ways to extend awareness beyond the classroom, such as 
sharing the gallery with other classes or organising a school-wide exhibition.  

Gallery of Rights

Duration: 45’
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Age: 15

Objective: To expose students to legal jargon used in the official documents 
and - to learn that the EU has committed itself to protecting the rights of 
the child.

Materials and resources: Internet-connected devices.

Implementation steps:
1. Start the activity by briefly explaining the EU Charter and its importance in 
European law. Explain the context and relevance of Article 24, which pertains to the 
child's rights within the European Union.

2. Instruct students to use internet resources to find Article 24 of the EU Charter in 
the Official Journal of the European Union. Guide students to reliable sources and 
direct them to the official website for the EU Charter. If needed, assist students in 
finding the document.

3. Ask students to read and analyse Article 24 in their native language. Encourage 
them to take notes on key phrases, concepts, and any nuances they observe.

4. Have students choose a foreign language they are learning or speak and find 
the corresponding version of Article 24 in that language. Instruct them to read 
and compare the text in both languages, noting any differences or challenges in 
translation.

5. Ask students to write a brief reflection on their observations, comparing the native 
and foreign language versions of Article 24.

6. Organise a group discussion where students can share their reflections and 
insights. Prompt discussions on the challenges of legal language, the importance of 
accurate translation, and the potential impact on the child's rights.

7. Conclude the activity with a class reflection on the overall experience. Summarise 
the key points discussed during the group conversation and emphasise the 
importance of linguistic accuracy in legal documents.  

Article 24 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights

Duration: 45’
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Age: 14

Objective: To learn about children’s rights and institutions responsible for 
protecting children’s rights. 

Materials and resources: note-taking tools.

Implementation steps:
1. Encourage students to research and identify the institution responsible for 
safeguarding children's rights in your country. This could be the ombudsperson, a 
children's rights commission, or a similar organisation.

2. Instruct them to create a list of questions they want answered during your visit. 
Ensure that the questions cover various topics related to children's rights, such as 
protection, education, healthcare, and any current challenges or initiatives.

3. Assist students in reaching out to the identified institution to schedule a visit. 
Inquire about the appropriate contact person and make arrangements for your visit.

4. Attend the scheduled visit to the institution responsible for children's rights with 
your students.

5. Encourage students to engage in an interview or discussion with a representative 
from the institution. They can use the prepared list of questions to guide the 
conversation. Instruct them to take detailed notes on the responses and ask for 
relevant materials or resources to supplement their understanding of children's rights 
in your country.

6. Identify any follow-up actions based on your visit, such as further research, 
collaboration with the institution, or incorporating relevant information into your 
teaching materials.

Visit the Ombudsperson

Duration: 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Children's Ombudsman. An independent office or institution designated to promote 
and protect children's rights.

Children's Rights. Specific rights applicable to individuals under 18, aiming to ensure 
their safety, well-being, development, and participation in society.
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4.03 Inheritance

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 14 
years and older.

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ define basic concepts associated with inheritance (probate, beneficiaries, heirs, 
inheritors, will, etc.) and → distinguish inheritance by way of a will from inheritance on 
the basis of law.

Connections and Integrations
Understanding the concept of inheritance, despite its association with sensitive topics, 
allows for better preparation in property sharing, identifying heirs, and developing or 
understanding wills. This topic can be seamlessly integrated into various subjects:

→ Within Ethics classes, students could delve into the moral implications of inheritance, 
discussing concepts such as fairness, equality, and the ethical responsibilities of 
beneficiaries and heirs.

→ In Economics classes, students can explore the economic impact of inheritance, 
including wealth distribution, inheritance taxes, and the role of inheritance in economic 
inequality.

→ Civic Education can offer a comprehensive overview of inheritance laws and their 
significance in society. It could prompt students to discuss the rights and responsibilities 
of heirs, the importance of wills in estate planning, and the legal processes involved in 
probate and succession.

→ During Social Science classes, students can analyse inheritance patterns and their 
effects on family dynamics, social mobility, and the transfer of wealth across generations.
→ In Mathematics, teachers could engage students with inheritance-related problems 
and scenarios, such as calculating estate values, determining inheritance shares, and 
analysing inheritance tax implications.

Incorporating the study of inheritance into these subjects enhances students' understanding 
of the topic and highlights its relevance across various aspects of society and personal life.
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Age: 16-18

Objective: To learn essential inheritance-related concepts.

Materials and resources: worksheet.

Implementation steps:
1. Begin by briefly reviewing key concepts of inheritance. Explain that students will 
reinforce their understanding of these concepts through a matching activity.

2. Distribute printed worksheets containing terms and definitions. Instruct students 
that they are to match each term with its corresponding definition.

3. Allow students to work individually, in pairs, or groups. Encourage them to consult 
their notes or textbooks when they face any difficulties.

4. After the activity, review the correct answers with the class.

5. Discuss any terms that were found challenging, offering additional explanations or 
examples as needed.

Matching Concepts

Duration: 45’
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Worksheet

Terms Definitions

Intestate law Legal documents specify how a person's property and 
assets should be distributed after death.

Will Individuals entitled to inherit a share of a deceased 
person's property, assets, or rights.

Legitimate heirs The total sum of a person's property, assets, and debts at 
the time of their death.

Estate The legal framework determines how a person's property 
and assets will be distributed if they die without a valid 
will.

Beneficiary Person or entity designated to receive property, assets, or 
rights from a deceased person through a will or other legal 
means.
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Key Terms and Definitions

Estate of the Deceased. The total of all assets, property, rights, and obligations an 
individual leaves at death.

Intestate Succession. It occurs when a person dies without leaving a valid will, and 
their estate is distributed according to the predefined rules set by law.

Legitimate Heirs. Individuals who are entitled to inherit a portion of the deceased's 
estate under the law. This usually includes close family members such as spouses, 
children, and parents, but can extend to more distant relatives depending on the 
specific intestate laws.

Legitimate Share. The portion of the estate that, by law, must be left to certain heirs, 
often the surviving spouse, children, or parents.

Testamentary Succession. It occurs when a person dies and has left a will that 
dictates how their estate should be distributed.

Will. A legal document in which a person expresses their wishes as to how their 
property is to be distributed at death and names one or more persons, the executor, 
to manage the estate until its final distribution.
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4.04 Human Sexuality

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 12 
years and older. 

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ compare how the law relates to sex and sexuality in their country and the EU, → 
recognise key features of sexual harassment, →  describe the process of reporting 
sexual harassment, → recognise the importance of gender equality and the right 
to self-determination and respect for difference, and → distinguish forms of sexual 
delinquency.

Connections and Integrations
Incorporating laws related to sex and sexuality into school curricula is sensitive but vital. 
It is essential to link these topics to established fields for a comprehensive and respectful 
learning experience. Here are streamlined ways to integrate these outcomes across subjects:

→ Health and Physical Education can include legal definitions of sex and sexuality, 
comparing local and EU regulations and protections. This includes lessons on consent 
and personal boundaries. Sexual harassment awareness activities within Health and 
Physical Education can help students understand harassment and the importance of 
respect using age-appropriate content.

→ Civics and Social Studies can discuss protocols for reporting sexual harassment, 
underscoring the significance of these processes in safeguarding rights and safety.

→ Psychology and Sociology classes can examine societal attitudes toward sex and 
legality and how laws shape or reflect social norms.

→ Ethics and Philosophy can explore the ethical dimensions of sexual delinquency and 
legal repercussions.

→ In Language and Communication, students can dissect literary portrayals of sex, 
sexuality, and harassment, alongside practising respectful and effective communication 
on these topics.

→ Performing Arts can involve drama exercises to recognise and address sexual 
harassment, promoting empathy and critical reflection on sexual law and reporting 
mechanisms.

Discussions should occur in a safe, supportive environment, acknowledging the topics' 
sensitivity. This approach educates students on the legal aspects of sex and sexuality, 
the gravity of sexual misconduct, and protective mechanisms, adhering to the highest 
educational standards.



116
Law in Everyday Life: Manual for Teachers

Age: 16-18

Objective: To raise awareness about different resources in the local 
community that can be a source of information about sexual violence, 
support the reporting of cases of sexual violence, and provide support to 
victims of sexual violence. 

Materials and resources: Internet-connected devices, worksheet.

Implementation steps:
1. This activity should be conducted with school support experts if needed.
2. Start by underscoring the importance of addressing sexual violence and fostering a 
safe, informed community.
3. Direct students to research local organisations and services focused on sexual 
violence awareness and support using credible, verifiable sources.
4. Guide them to pinpoint key focus areas like awareness campaigns, reporting 
mechanisms, counselling services, and victim support. Highlight the necessity for a 
comprehensive approach to tackle different facets of sexual violence.
5. Instruct students to compile a detailed list of resources, including organisation 
names, contact information, services provided, and any pertinent details. Students 
can use the worksheet attached.
6. Emphasise the importance of verifying the credibility and reliability of these 
resources. Students should cross-verify information across multiple sources for 
accuracy.
7. Students should then organise the information into a presentation or document 
for easy distribution among students, colleagues, and parents. This should include a 
concise description of each resource and its role in combating sexual violence.
8. Allow students to share their findings with the class, underscoring the value of the 
resources identified.
9. Facilitate a discussion on the community's role in combating sexual violence and 
the significance of staying informed.
10. Conclude by exploring possible follow-up actions, such as engaging with local 
organisations or incorporating the gathered information into ongoing educational 
efforts.

Map the Support

Duration: 45’
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Worksheet

Resource Description Contact
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Age: 16-18

Objective: To explore the prevalence of sexual violence and - to introduce the 
“Fundamental Rights Survey” as a trustworthy source of information.

Materials and resources: Internet-connected devices.

Implementation steps:
1. Introduce the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights “Fundamental 
Rights Survey” as an essential resource for examining data on sexual violence and 
harassment across EU Member States.

2. Instruct students to carefully read the “About this survey” and “How to use the 
data explorer” sections on the website. Ensure they grasp the methodology, scope, 
and how to navigate the survey tool.

3. Encourage students to delve into data concerning sexual violence in EU Member 
States through the survey tool. They should contemplate the prevalence of sexual 
violence, identify the most vulnerable groups, and highlight any intriguing research 
findings. Instruct students to document key observations and trends related to 
sexual violence in the EU.

4. Prompt students to ponder the following: What is the prevalence of sexual violence 
in the EU Member States? Which demographics are most at risk? What other 
research findings capture your interest, and why?

5. Facilitate a group discussion where students can share their reflections, significant 
discoveries, and insights from analysing the survey data.

6. Wrap up the activity by having students present their research findings to the 
group. Foster a synthesis of insights and discuss the implications for education and 
awareness regarding sexual violence.

Prevalence of Sexual Violence

Duration: 45’+ 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Age of Consent. The legal age at which an individual is considered legally competent 
to consent to sexual activities. This age varies between countries but is generally 
between 14 and 18 years old.

Gender. The social, behavioural, and cultural attributes, expectations, and norms 
associated with being male, female, or non-binary. Gender is a social construct and 
can be understood as a spectrum encompassing a wide range of identities beyond 
male and female.

Sex. Refers to the biological differences between males and females, typically assigned 
at birth based on physical characteristics. It includes aspects such as chromosomes, 
hormones, and reproductive organs.

Sexual Orientation. A lasting pattern of romantic or sexual attraction towards 
individuals of the opposite gender, the same gender, or multiple genders. Common 
categories of sexual orientation include heterosexual, homosexual, and bisexual.

Sexual Violence. Refers to any sexual act or attempt to obtain a sexual act, unwanted 
sexual comments or advances, or acts to traffic or otherwise direct against a person's 
sexuality using coercion. It includes a wide range of offences, from rape and assault to 
harassment and exploitation.
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4.05 Privacy and 
Personal Data

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 14 
years and older.

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ define data protection and recognise its process, → describe the essential data 
protection methods, and → list and describe the main principles of the General Data 
Protection Regulation.

Connections and Integrations
Introducing students to the importance of being aware of sharing one’s life online is crucial for 
safe internet navigation while maintaining privacy. By weaving these principles into existing 
school subjects, educators can offer a comprehensive and contextual understanding:

→ In Philosophy and Ethics classes, students can delve into the ethical implications of 
collecting and using personal data, exploring philosophical theories on privacy and its 
societal significance.

→ In Social Studies, the focus can be on how technology affects social patterns, including 
privacy aspects, and analysing privacy's role in shaping individual and collective identities.

→ In Economic Studies, discussions can revolve around how the economy is influenced 
by the collection and commercialisation of personal data, examining the impact of data-
centric business models on individual privacy.

→ In Psychology, students can learn about perceptions of privacy and the psychological 
effects of its violation, including interactions online and how platforms utilise behavioural 
data.

→ In Civic Education, the examination can extend to how political decisions impact 
personal data protection at national and international levels, considering the delicate 
balance between national security and privacy in policymaking.

Exploring these connections can deepen understanding the complex interplay between 
privacy, personal data management, and their relevance across various life and academic 
domains. This approach illuminates how these issues permeate society and enriches the 
academic discourse.
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Age: 14+

Objective: To reflect critical points regarding privacy and data protection. 

Materials and resources: large sheets of paper or writing boards, markers, 
pens, and pencils.

Implementation steps:
1. After reading the chapter “Privacy and Personal Data” (p. 137), divide the class into 
pairs or small groups and ask them to list the most important points on a specific 
privacy or data protection area that resonate with them.

2. Following a group reflection, each small group should determine the main points 
and discuss them briefly.

3. Take a poster (or use a flip chart or large paper) and divide it into sections for each 
group. If there are many groups, provide one poster/flip chart/large paper per group.

4. Instruct each group to decorate their poster with the key points of their topic 
to present to the class or the entire school. The posters can be embellished with 
images, illustrations, or comics. Ensure any internet resources used for images are 
public domain or copyright-free.

5. Each group then presents its work to the class and, upon agreement with the 
teacher, possibly to other classes or the school community, to spread awareness 
about internet security

Map the Support

Duration: 45’+ 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Age of Consent. The legal age at which an individual is considered legally competent 
to consent to sexual activities. This age varies between countries but is generally 
between 14 and 18 years old.

Gender. The social, behavioural, and cultural attributes, expectations, and norms 
associated with being male, female, or non-binary. Gender is a social construct and 
can be understood as a spectrum encompassing a wide range of identities beyond 
male and female.

Sex. Refers to the biological differences between males and females, typically assigned 
at birth based on physical characteristics. It includes aspects such as chromosomes, 
hormones, and reproductive organs.

Sexual Orientation. A lasting pattern of romantic or sexual attraction towards 
individuals of the opposite gender, the same gender, or multiple genders. Common 
categories of sexual orientation include heterosexual, homosexual, and bisexual.

Sexual Violence. Refers to any sexual act or attempt to obtain a sexual act, unwanted 
sexual comments or advances, or acts to traffic or otherwise direct against a person's 
sexuality using coercion. It includes a wide range of offences, from rape and assault to 
harassment and exploitation.
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4.06 Virtual World

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 16 
years and older.

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ describe the limits of free speech in social media/the internet, → discuss the 
consequences associated with cyberbullying and other forms of abusive language, → 
recognise the national (if applicable) and the EU code of conduct on countering hate 
speech online, and → identify the actions to take and whom to approach when faced 
with online abusive language.

Connections and Integrations
The topic of free speech on social media, cyberbullying, and online hate can be interconnected 
with various subjects, allowing each discipline to offer a unique perspective and contribute 
to a more comprehensive understanding of the issue.

→ In Literature classes, students can delve into the issue of free speech by engaging with 
literary texts or essays that discuss censorship and freedom of expression, analysing 
works related to bullying and hatred and drawing parallels to real-life scenarios.

→ In Philosophy classes, the concept of free speech can be philosophically scrutinised, 
with discussions on classical and modern philosophers' views on individual freedom, the 
boundaries of this freedom, and the responsibilities tied to expressing one’s opinions.

→ In History classes, the evolution of free speech through time can be a focus, pinpointing 
significant events and movements that have shaped freedom of expression or examining 
historical instances of persecution and censorship.

→ In Computer Science, technical aspects of managing online abuse, such as content 
moderation, identification of offenders, and technologies designed to curb cyberbullying, 
can be explored.

→ In the communication field, students can examine the dynamics of online communication, 
including how opinions form and information spreads and its impact on freedom of 
expression and societal interactions.

Employing a multidisciplinary approach can lead to more effective and enduring solutions. For 
instance, integrating legal, technical, and social insights can aid in developing comprehensive 
policies and strategies to combat cyberbullying and hate speech. 
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Age: 14+

Objective: To learn about legal issues related to the virtual world, focusing on 
hate speech and cyberbullying.

Materials and resources: poster or large paper, markers, pens, glue, scissors, 
crayons, coloured pencils, etc., Internet-connected devices, relevant school 
documents, community resources (e.g., counsellor contacts, anti-bullying 
organisations, etc.)

Implementation steps:
1. Since cyberbullying can be a sensitive topic for some students, this activity should 
be conducted in partnership with school support experts, if needed.

2. After reading the chapter “Virtual World”, divide the students into groups and 
direct them to research legal aspects of hate speech and cyberbullying in the digital 
environment.

3. Provide students with copies of relevant school policies, instructing them to 
pinpoint how the school addresses hate speech and cyberbullying. They should also 
examine any preventative measures or penalties outlined.

4.Encourage students to identify community resources to assist individuals affected 
by hate speech or cyberbullying. These could include contact information for 
counsellors, local organisations, or support hotlines.

5. Guide students to consolidate their findings into a coherent, visually engaging 
poster or presentation. They should highlight crucial information on legal matters, 
school policies, and advocate for responsible online conduct.

6. Have each group present their work to the class. Following each presentation, invite 
questions or comments from peers, culminating in a discussion on potential steps 
the school could take to tackle these issues or encourage positive online behaviour 
effectively.

Poster Against Cyberbullying

Duration: 45’+ 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Anonymity. The state where one's identity is unknown or concealed.

Cyberbullying. The use of digital technology, including social media, emails, and 
texting, to harass, threaten, embarrass, or target another person. Cyberbullying can 
involve spreading rumours, making threats, or posting hurtful comments or images, and 
it can have serious emotional and psychological impacts on the victim.

Hate Speech. Any form of expression that spreads, incites, promotes, or justifies 
hatred based on race, ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, disability, or other forms of 
intolerance. Hate speech is characterised by its intent to demean, intimidate, or incite 
violence against individuals or groups and is often prohibited by law.
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 4.07 Contracts

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 14 
years and older. 

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ explain the concept of a contract, → define the concept of a lease agreement and 
explain how one is established, → discuss the basics associated with an online sales 
agreement, and → distinguish the types of contracts that are most frequently used 
(sales contract, borrowing agreement, contract of exchange).

Connections and Integrations
Integrating the theme of contracts into various subjects can equip students with practical 
knowledge about legal agreements, rights, and responsibilities. Here's how the theme of 
contracts can be woven into different disciplines:

→ In Economics classes, students can learn about different types of contracts, including 
sales and rental agreements, and explore their applications in business contexts. 
Discussions might encompass the elements of a contract, the process of contract 
formation, and the critical role of legality and acceptance in contractual agreements.

→ In Sociology classes, the focus can be on the rights and responsibilities of individuals 
and businesses within contractual relationships, underlining the significance of informed 
decision-making and legal protections.

→ In mathematics classes, students can analyse contract terms, calculate payments, and 
understand financial implications such as interest rates, fees, and penalties associated 
with contractual agreements.

→ In Language Arts classes, incorporating contracts can involve reading and analysing legal 
documents, contracts, and agreements. This includes studying the language, terminology, 
and styles used in contracts and practising drafting and interpreting contractual clauses.

This multidisciplinary approach allows students to grasp the complexities of contracts and 
their relevance across various facets of private and professional life. 
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Age: 14+

Objective: - to learn components of a valid contract. 

Materials and resources: textbook chapter 4.07 Contracts

Implementation steps:
1. Begin by introducing the concept of a valid contract and its essential elements 
as outlined in the provided text. Briefly explain the importance of each element in 
forming a legally enforceable contract.
2. Inform students that they will be presented with several scenarios, and their task 
is to determine whether each scenario constitutes a valid contract based on the 
discussed elements.
3. Scenarios can be found in the textbook. Start the discussion by presenting each 
scenario. Allow students to analyse each case and decide whether it meets the 
criteria of a valid contract.
4. Let students share their conclusions for each scenario, explaining their reasoning 
based on the elements of a valid contract. Facilitate a discussion by asking probing 
questions to guide students' analysis and encourage critical thinking. Clarify any 
misconceptions and provide feedback as needed.
5. Summarise significant points of the activity, emphasising the importance of 
understanding the elements of a valid contract in real-life situations.
6. Reinforce the idea that contracts are important in various aspects of life, and 
identifying valid contracts can help individuals make informed decisions and protect 
their rights.

Is This a Valid Contract?

Duration: 45’
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Age: 14+

Objective: To describe key terms related to contracts.

Materials and resources: worksheet.

Implementation steps:
1. Let students read the subchapter “Types of Contracts” (p.150).

2. Distribute the worksheet or display it on a screen. Ask students to match each 
term on the left with its correct definition on the right.

3. Allow students to work individually or in pairs to match the terms with their 
definitions. Encourage them to refer to the text if they need clarification on any term 
or definition.

4. Once students have matched the terms and definitions, review the answers as a 
class. Discuss any terms or definitions that may have been challenging for students. 
Encourage students to explain the reasoning behind their matches and address any 
misconceptions.

5. Summarise the key concepts covered in the activity and emphasise the 
importance of understanding contract terms and definitions in real-life scenarios.

6. Reinforce the idea that contracts play a crucial role in various transactions, and 
being familiar with contract terminology is essential for making informed decisions.

Matching Concepts

Duration: 45’
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Worksheet

Terms Definitions

Offer A legally binding agreement between a buyer and a seller 
for the purchase and sale of goods or services.

Consideration Something of value exchanged between parties in a 
contract, demonstrating mutual obligation.

Lease Agreement An individual or entity that rents a property from a 
landlord.

Sales Contract The legal ability of parties to enter into a contract.

Tenant A legally binding agreement between a landlord and a 
tenant for renting a property or premises.

Capacity A clear and definite proposal made by one party to 
another, expressing a willingness to enter into a contract 
on specific terms.
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Key Terms and Definitions

Acceptance. The action of consenting to receive or undertake something offered. In 
contract terms, it is the agreement of the promisee to the terms of the offer set by the 
promisor.

Contract. A legally binding agreement between two or more parties that creates 
enforceable rights and obligations. It outlines the terms of exchanging goods, services, 
or promises between the parties.

Legality. In contract terms, it refers to the requirement that the contract's subject 
matter and the performance of the agreement must be legal.

Parties of a Contract. Individuals or organisations involved in a contract.

Rent Contract. A legal agreement between a landlord (lessor) and a tenant (lessee) 
over the rental of property, where the lessee gains usage and possession of the 
property for a specific period under certain conditions.

Sales Contract. A legal agreement between a buyer and a seller in which the seller 
agrees to sell and the buyer agrees to buy some product or service.
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Part V

Economic 
and Social 
Rights
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5.01 Workers Rights

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 14 
years and older.

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ list basic workers’ rights regarding labour law, → describe their healthcare and safety 
rights at work, → identify the fundamental principles of labour regulations, → recognise 
the importance of equal opportunities for women and men in the labour market, and 
→ differentiate the types of employment contracts.

Connections and Integrations
The workers' rights can be woven into various study subjects to provide students with a 
comprehensive understanding of work dynamics and strategies for fostering fair and 
sustainable working conditions.

→ In Sociology classes, students can explore the social impacts of working conditions, 
including issues like equity, discrimination, and union organising. They can also examine 
the social dynamics affecting specific workers, including children, and the challenges 
these groups encounter in the workplace.

→ In Economics classes, the focus can shift to assessing how workers' rights influence 
economic productivity and overall well-being. Students can delve into economic 
disparities stemming from gender discrimination or other factors affecting employment 
opportunities.

→ In Psychology classes, the investigation can extend to the psychological effects of 
working conditions, such as stress, work-life balance, and job satisfaction. Emphasis can 
be placed on the importance of rest and work breaks for enhancing employee mental 
health and well-being.

→ In History classes, students can study the century-long struggle by trade unions for 
labour protection rights, organisation, health and safety, employment contracts, work-life 
balance, and equal opportunities. This includes comparing working conditions before and 
after pivotal revolutionary movements.

Adopting a multidisciplinary approach can illuminate work's human and social dimensions, 
enhancing understanding of how working conditions impact people's lives, social cohesion, 
and the economy.
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Age: 14+

Objective: To analyse the relationship between minimum wage and cost of 
living across the European Union.

Materials and resources: Internet-connected devices.

Implementation steps:
1. Divide the class into small groups, assigning each one or more European Union 
member states to research.

2. Guide each group to use search engines or official websites to find updated 
information on the minimum wage in their assigned countries, including hourly and 
monthly figures, if available. Offer assistance in locating the data if necessary.

3. Each group should also seek updated information on the cost of living in their 
assigned countries using search engines or official websites. They should compare 
this data with the minimum wage to analyse the relationship between it and the 
affordability of necessities.

4. Furthermore, each group is tasked with obtaining current information on the 
gender pay gap in their assigned countries. They should discuss potential solutions 
to address this issue, such as government policies, corporate initiatives, and 
awareness campaigns.

5. After organising the collected information in a clear and structured manner, 
each group will present their findings to the class, addressing the following points: 
What are the minimum wages in the countries assigned to your group? What is the 
relationship between the minimum wage and the cost of living? Is there a gender pay 
gap in the countries assigned to your group? What solutions would you propose to 
address this issue?

6. Let students present their findings and discuss them with the class.

Minimum Wages Across the EU

Duration: 45’
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Age: 14+

Objective: To learn about workers' rights and - to reflect on the situation of 
workers’ rights in the country.

Materials and resources: textbook or any other presentation of workers’ 
rights, flipchart, paper, pens, Internet sources (optional), presentation 
software (optional).

Implementation steps:
1. Begin the lesson by giving students a list of workers' rights or ask them to read 
the relevant textbook’s chapter. Instruct students to read the list of workers' rights 
individually, using the textbook for additional information.

2. Divide the class into smaller groups and assign each group some questions to 
discuss: Is every worker's right on the list respected in our country, and how? What 
changes would you like to see? Are some of these rights obsolete? Are there other 
rights or benefits for workers you would add to the list? What are our country's most 
significant challenges related to workers' rights? What are the possible solutions or 
improvements that could be implemented?

3. Let each group present their answers to the assigned questions. Facilitate sharing 
of opinions and foster understanding of different perspectives. Encourage students 
to compare the responses of various groups and express their views.

4. Conclude the lesson by summarising the main points that emerged during the 
discussion. Consider assigning homework, such as researching concrete cases of 
workers' rights violations worldwide or laws enhancing worker protection.

Minimum Wages Across the EU

Duration: 45’
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Age: 14+

Objective: To read a work contract and - to identify the essential elements 
that constitute such contracts. 

Materials and resources: textbook, work contract (example).

Implementation steps:
1. After reading the chapter 4.07 Contract, divide the class into small groups and 
distribute examples of current or past work contracts.

2. Ask students to read the contracts to identify their essential elements. They 
should compile a list including contracting parties, workplace location, job title, job 
grade, job category or job description and responsibilities, start date, end date, 
contract duration, allocated number of paid annual leave days, notice periods for 
contract termination, basic salary amount, payment frequency, and the standard 
duration of the daily or weekly work schedule, among others.

3. Consider organising the identified elements into categories, such as personal 
information, contract details, and remuneration.

4. Each group is tasked with presenting their findings from reviewing the contracts, 
highlighting discovered elements and integrating any significant elements or 
modifications suggested by their classmates.

5. Utilising the compiled information and obtained feedback, the class collaboratively 
creates a clear and comprehensive checklist of the essential elements of 
employment contracts.

Read a Work Contract

Duration: 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Equal Opportunities. The principle that all individuals should have the same chances to 
apply and be selected for jobs, receive training, and be promoted without discrimination 
based on gender, race, religion, or other non-related work factors.

Gender Inequality. Disparities between men and women in various aspects of life, 
including the workplace, often manifested as wage gaps, unequal representation in 
positions of power, or differing access to opportunities and resources.

Prohibition of Child Labour. Laws and regulations that prevent the exploitation of 
children in the workforce, ensuring they are not employed in any work that is harmful 
to their physical, mental, or educational development.

Right to Rest. Workers are entitled to regular breaks during work hours, days off during 
the week, and annual leave, ensuring they have time to recover from work and balance 
their professional and personal lives.

Right to Unionise. Workers have the right to form, join, or assist trade unions and 
engage in collective bargaining and other union activities to negotiate wages, benefits, 
and working conditions with their employers.

Salaries. The regular payment, typically expressed in annual or hourly terms, that an 
employee receives from an employer in exchange for performing a job.

Trade Unions. Organisations formed by workers to represent their interests in 
negotiations with employers regarding wages, working conditions, benefits, and other 
aspects of employment.

Work Contracts. Legal agreements between an employer and an employee outlining 
employment terms and conditions, including duties, responsibilities, salary, benefits, 
and duration of employment.

Worker Rights. Fundamental entitlements and protections provided to employees, 
including safe working conditions, fair wages, the right to rest, and protection from 
discrimination.
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5.02 Entrepreneurship

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 14 
years and older.

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ recognise the basics of legal forms and minimum capital requirements to establish 
a company in different countries, → recognise the conditions for the legal sale of 
handicrafts and the establishment of an online business and → define the forms of 
business closure.

Connections and Integrations
Different legal frameworks and national regulations are essential for EU Member 
States entrepreneurs. Integrating this topic across various subjects demonstrates the 
interdisciplinary nature of EU policies and their influence on society, economy, culture, and 
governance.

→ In Business and Economics, students can explore the significance of these policies 
for businesses, understanding their direct impact on company operations within the EU, 
including trade, economic growth, and job opportunities.

→ In Communication Studies, the focus can be on the regulations' effects on online 
advertising and how the Digital Services Act addresses issues related to user 
communication and online transparency.

→ In Social Sciences, students can delve into the broader societal impact of these 
policies, highlighting benefits for EU citizens, societal trends, migration patterns, and 
cultural exchange within the EU.

→ In Environmental Studies, the discussion can revolve around how reducing bureaucratic 
barriers and facilitating trade within the Single Market might affect environmental 
sustainability.

→ In History classes, students can learn about the historical context of the EU's 
establishment and evolution, including the historical narratives behind these initiatives.

Utilising a multidisciplinary approach can lead to more effective and sustainable educational 
solutions. For instance, blending legal, social, and historical knowledge can deepen 
understanding of the subject. 
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Age: 14+

Objective: To learn the legal and tax context associated with the social media 
influencer profession.

Materials and resources: Internet-connected devices.

Implementation steps:
1. After reading the 5.02 Entrepreneurship (p. 166) chapter, introduce the concept 
of social media influencers and discuss common perceptions of this profession, 
including associated financial expectations.

2. Instruct students to research influencers' legal and tax situations using online 
sources. Assist them in finding the necessary data if required.

3. Once the individual research is complete, the class should analyse the information 
gathered and discuss the main findings as a group.

4. After sharing and discussing everyone's findings, the class should summarise the 
collected information using the most appropriate method (whiteboard, flipchart, 
document shared online, etc.).

5. Provide guidance and moderate the collective reflection on influencers' legal and 
tax situation as needed. 

Read a Work Contract

Duration: 45’
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Age: 14+

Objective: To explore entrepreneurial creativity, - to learn about legal 
considerations for starting a business, and - to choose an appropriate legal 
environment for their business.

Materials and resources: Internet-connected devices, worksheets, papers, 
markers, and pens.

Implementation steps:
1. Divide the students into pairs, explaining that they will explore their entrepreneurial 
ideas after reading the chapter 5.02 Entrepreneurship (p. 166) in the textbook.

2. Each pair should discuss the type of business they would like to start (one 
business per pair). This discussion should involve brainstorming various business 
concepts and deciding whether they prefer a product-based company or a service-
oriented business.

3. After settling on a general business idea, students should delve into the specifics 
of the product they aim to sell or the service they plan to offer. As they work, monitor 
the pairs, advising them to consider factors like target demographics, potential 
market size, and unique selling points.

4. Once the general ideas are established, ask the students to use online resources to 
gather additional information about conducting business in their chosen country and 
explore the relevance of the EU legal framework.

5. Each pair should summarise their business idea and research findings. Instruct 
students to complete the following table with their information: Business Type 
(Product/Service), Target Demographics, Market Size, Unique Selling Points, and 
Relevant EU Legal Framework Considerations

6. Afterwards, each pair should present their business idea to the class and listen to 
their peers' advice, feedback, and suggestions.

Start Your Business

Duration: 45’
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Worksheet

Title

Business Idea
(short description)

Key Factors

The most suitable country? 
Why?

Any additional information 
about a business situation?

Is the EU legal framework 
relevant to your business? 
Why?
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Key Terms and Definitions

Entrepreneurship. The activity of setting up a business and taking on financial risks 
in the hope of profit. Entrepreneurs innovate, create, manage, and lead businesses in 
various market sectors.

Liquidation. The process of closing a business, selling its assets, and distributing the 
proceeds to claimants. It occurs when a company is insolvent and cannot pay its debts.

Private Limited Company (Ltd). A type of business structure where the liability of 
members or subscribers is limited to what they have invested or guaranteed to the 
company.

Shareholders. Individuals, entities, or institutions that own at least one share of a 
company's stock, thus having a financial interest in the company's profitability and 
decisions.
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5.03 Intellectual Property

Overview
The chapter’s content is envisioned for students 
between 12 and 14 years.

After studying this chapter, students should be able to 
→ define the concept of copyright, → define the limits to recording and/or distributing 
different types of content (audio, video, theatre plays, concerts, etc.), → describe the 
consequences associated with the unauthorised recording and/or distribution of 
content, and → discuss ways to combat unauthorised recording and/or distribution 
of content.

Connections and Integrations
Integrating copyright concepts into school curricula is crucial for equipping students to 
navigate today's digital world, touching on civics, legal studies, media, technology, and ethics. 
Here are strategies for implementing these outcomes in educational settings:

→ Civics can delve into legal boundaries around recording and distributing content, 
highlighting distinctions between public domain, fair use, and infringement.

→ Media Projects allow exploration of how technology addresses unauthorised recording 
and distribution, discussing digital rights management and watermarking.

→ Art and Music classes offer a chance to analyse notable copyright infringement cases 
in the music and film industries, showing real-world effects.

→ Economics discussions can cover copyright infringement's economic impacts, including 
revenue and job losses, and how subscription services represent adaptive business 
models.

→ Ethics and Philosophy classes can explore copyright infringement's ethical dimensions 
and philosophical debates on copyright enforcement, property, and ownership.

→ Information Technology can highlight cybersecurity's role in protecting online 
copyrighted content and the repercussions of security breaches.

→ Literature and Language classes teach proper source citation, connecting copyright 
to academic integrity and plagiarism, and introducing concepts like Creative Commons.

→ Mock Trials on copyright infringement cases offer practical insights into legal 
proceedings.

→ Guest Speakers and Workshops: Inviting copyright-experienced authors, artists, or legal 
experts can provide firsthand insights. Workshops on content creation and protection 
teach practical copyright management.

Through diverse subject integration and interactive activities, educators can cultivate a 
thorough copyright understanding among students, stressing the significance of intellectual 
property respect, infringement consequences, and integrity maintenance in creative efforts. 
This education is vital for ethically and legally engaging in the content-rich contemporary world.
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Age: 14+

Objective: To explore a real-world case involving intellectual property rights 
in the music industry.

Materials and resources: Internet-connected devices.

Implementation steps:
1. Introduce the case involving Radiohead, Lana Del Rey, and the plagiarism lawsuit 
over the song "Creep." Highlight the importance of understanding intellectual 
property rights in the context of music. If necessary, you can find and discuss similar 
plagiarism cases instead of "Creep," "Get Free," and "The Air That I Breathe."

2. Instruct students to listen to the songs in question: Radiohead's "Creep," Lana Del 
Rey's "Get Free," and The Hollies' "The Air That I Breathe." Encourage them to note 
musical elements that might have been disputed.

3. Guide students to use online resources for further research on the case. Provide 
links to credible news reports, legal documents, or dispute analyses.

4. Divide the class into small groups or pairs and provide them with discussion 
questions: What intellectual property right is in question? How is ownership 
recognised in this case? What are the key arguments from both parties? What was 
the outcome or resolution of the case? What are your thoughts on the case? Do you 
think it’s a clear case of plagiarism?

5. Have each group discuss the questions and encourage them to share their 
findings, insights, and opinions.

6. Reconvene for a whole-class discussion, allowing each group to share their 
thoughts and conclusions. Encourage students to consider different perspectives 
and explore the ethical dimensions of the case.

7. Summarise key takeaways, emphasising the significance of intellectual property 
rights and discussing the complexities of determining ownership and plagiarism in 
the creative industries. 

Start Your Business

Duration: 45’
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Age: 14+

Objective: To critically analyse different intellectual property perspectives.

Materials and resources: Internet-connected devices, whiteboard or 
flipchart.

Implementation steps:
1. Start the activity by providing context on the significance of vaccines for public 
health and the ongoing debate about vaccine rights. Briefly explain the two main 
perspectives: the importance of prioritising public health over profits and the 
necessity of rewarding companies for their research and investment.
2. Instruct students to use online resources to find arguments that support the 
companies’ viewpoints and those that support the public's interests. Encourage them 
to explore reputable sources, considering factors such as research and development 
costs, the role of innovation, and vaccine accessibility.
3. Divide the class into small groups, asking each to compile a list of arguments 
supporting both the companies’ and the public’s perspectives.
4. Have each group select a spokesperson to present their findings during a 
structured debate. They should prepare concise, compelling arguments based on 
their research.
5. Organise a structured debate where each group presents their arguments in favour 
of the companies’ or the public’s opinions.
6. After the debate, facilitate a whole-class discussion. Encourage students to 
reflect on the arguments presented, consider the issue's complexities, and discuss 
their views. Use the whiteboard or flipchart to note key points raised during the 
discussion.
7. Conclude the activity with a debriefing session. Summarise key arguments from 
both perspectives, discuss any shifts in opinions or insights gained, and emphasise 
the importance of considering ethical, economic, and public health factors in such 
debates.
8. This activity allows students to engage in research, critical analysis, and 
collaborative debate on a relevant and timely topic. It encourages them to explore 
the ethical dimensions of vaccine rights and the balance between public health 
priorities and the interests of pharmaceutical companies.

Start Your Business

Duration: 45’
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Key Terms and Definitions

Copyright. A legal term used to describe creators' rights over their literary and artistic 
works, including books, music, paintings, photographs, and films, typically giving the 
creator the exclusive right to use and distribute their work.

Creative Commons. A non-profit organisation that enables the sharing and use of 
creativity and knowledge through free legal tools, providing authors and creators 
means to permit others to use their work under certain conditions.

Intellectual Property. Rights granted to individuals over the creations of their minds, 
offering creators exclusive rights to use and distribute their creative works, typically 
for a limited period.

Patents. Legal rights granted to an inventor for a certain period, allowing them exclusive 
rights to use, make, and sell an invention. It prevents others from using the invention 
without permission.

Piracy. The unauthorised use or reproduction of another's work is protected by 
intellectual property laws, typically without the copyright owner's permission.

Trademarks. Distinctive signs such as logos, symbols, words, sounds, or colours 
are used by individuals or companies to identify and differentiate their products or 
services from those of others.
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